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} Meiko Inoue 
NARUOTANEDA 


My family 


2 7 On, MAW.. has a farm, 
) ; A DAY keep so from 
4 VEN. TELLING THEM time to time 
IT'S ALL my folks 
vo send me 
WASTE loads of 
ANYUIAY.. vegetables. 
But as a 
creature of 
a consumer 
society, 
| prefer 
store-bought 
bread and 


chocolates. 


OH... 
WHAT'S 
THIS? 
WE GOT 
1s VEGE- 
ITTME TABLES 
FOR AGAIN? 
ANOTHER 
CURRY 
FESTIVAL? 
LATE! 
IT'S YOUR 


No, 
YOu 
GOTTA 
SAY 
“FORGNE 


r\ APoLoGy? [lf 


aN 


P 


TARTING 


FINALLY 
GET TO 
TAKE IT 


FINALLY 


Ss 
Topay,1 OVER THE 
HUMP. 


DO YOU 
HAVE TO 
MAKE ME MAD 
FIRST THING 


THEY'VE 
COME TO 
DRAG ME 
OFF TO THE 
LAND OF 


| have no 
idea what to 
do with myself. 
And while | wait 
for my epiphany, 
| feel the 
toxins collecting 


in my body. 


But I’m still 
young and 
dissatisfied. 
Constantly 
disgruntled 
by society 
and adults. 


I'm 
just your 
average 
office worker 
in Tokyo. 


On days 


..and | 
spend the 
commute to 
work wishing 
death on the 
people 
around 


me. 


There’s a 
demon lurking 
in Tokyo. 


YOU'D ALL 
DIE AND 
GET OUT 

OF MY WAY! 


like this, 
I'm filled 

with a 
burning 
hatred for 
everyone 


3 XS, 
a WHAAAT? 
YOU'RE LIVING 
— PA = WITH YOUR 
— cum. HE was aT oe 
HE CouLD LOOSE 7 
GET HIS SHIT ENDS, 
2 | TOGETHER. ae ee 
T's BeEy MOVED W.. 
ABOUT A 
YEAR. 


I 
GUESS. 
ll WHEN HE 
WS STARTS 
GUE | BUGGING ME, 
@ “| SOMETIMES 
. ioe |) |\T WISH HE'D 
JUST DIE. 
Pau BOYFRIEND 
1 Do? 
REALLY..? — 
THAT MUST 
BE SO 
ROUGH. HES 
A — A FREELANCE 
: ILLUSTRATOR 
THE Ny) FoR A DESIGN 
” | payisso Vy WON EEN Few purir’s 
acct LOW) HE CAN'T oo STILL JUST A 
nee AFFORDHIS |... _ _ PART-TIME 
MOVE IN WITH goes SO, 
HIM SINCE HIS \ stuck Lue 
PLACE IS TOO g 
WITH ME. is 
BIG FOR ONE 
PERSON. / 


| 


HIS DREAM HE AN 
IS TO GET <| IDIOT? 
A BRONZE = TLL SAY! 
STATUE OF i HE'S THE 
HIMSELF PUT =~ PRESIDENT OF 
IN FRONT OF = T CORPORA- 
STUDIO ALTA. = TION. Xx 
— 
VA 2 ee — ie 
\ a , HAVE YOU 
\] OH? ”/ HEARD OF IT? 
\| THAT'S AND HE'S ~ 
\\ AMAZING, GOT A BULGARI 
\ WATCH AND 
\} /\ EVERY- 
Ll: | \. THING! 
j And | am | work for 
YOU WORK I's buta humble — an office 
HERE TOO FIXED. employee. _ equipment 
YOU KNOW. manufacturer. 
YOU SHOULD “They excel 
BE ABLE TO FIX at being a 
THE COPIER BY second-rate 
YOURSELF. company. 
HEE 
HEE. 
BUT YOU | 
LOOKED 
The way soéoop |}, 
| see it, FIXING IT! \ 


adults are 
made of 
“who cares?” 


Se 


fi 


\but.as long as I’m} 
happy, who cares? | 
kM! 1 " 


| 


n ‘As long=== My: 
—.totally==as I'm not== nose P 
of people are dying, insincere, caught, =hairs== 


but whojSwho (show, cares? 


have a= 
otbelly, —| 
it who 


They pay 

ell here, 

so who 
\) cares? 


= 
— 
INOUE, 
}, COME HERE % 
A MINUTE! 


IN How \= 
MANY 
ALL TIMES 
Documents _HAVE = 


NEED TO BE 1 TOLD 
STAPLED YOU?! 
TWICE IN 

THE RIGHT 

CORNER! 


2 Sales Promotions 


I'VE BEEN 


ee, 


INOUE... 

ARE YOU 
USTENING 

TO ME? \ 


ry 


Ss 
.You know 
what your, 
problem is? 
The obscene 


cra YOU KNous 
length of your gi | WHAT YOUR: 
' \ é », : PROBLEM IS? 
/ ‘nose hairs. Pe ae, \ \ VAULACE 
| AMBITION... 
? 
HUH...7 | - 
yy 
\\ i~ f 
7 x 
la 
aa a a WHAT 
ae t oie | DO YOU 
YOU THINK — | 2 | MEAN, 
YouRe vouNe, |. i ha) HUH?“Y 
YOU CAN ACT Va J 
UKE YOU'RE \ DON'T 
STILL W AG STAND THERE 
COLLEGE. | / WITH THAT 
oe \ I] stupiD Look 
ON Your 
et : [ FACE AND 
WORLD! FF 5 \ Pee er 
a \ \ . y 


IM 
SORRY... 


BUT IT'S 
JUST SO 
FREAKING 

BORING, 

AND T 

HATE MY 

COWORKERS. 


WHEN T 
FIRST 
STARTED 
WORKING 
HERE, 

I TRIED 
TO DO MY 
BEST. 


__| I SPEND 
~| THE WHOLE 
DAY WN A 
11's CAGE OF 
LKEA «WALLS... 


SADISTIC 
ENDURANCE 
TEST. 


YOU KNOW), 

LUNCH WITH 
YOU IS THE B 
ONLY TIME ALL E} 
DAY THAT 


TMNoT Ey 


MISERABLE. 


i RIGHT, 
HEIHACHI..? 


I'D Go 


AFTER A 
| SURPRISED year. 
I HAVEN'T. 


MAN... 
Nou) I'M 

wst |m 
MAKING / 


MYSELF [\NY. ( 
DEPRESSED.| ~~. SENS 4) 


When | 
first 
started 
dating 
Taneda, 
| never 
thought I’d 
get old like 
this. 


4 and scared, 


Anyway, 


back then 
the sky 
| seemed 
3 so vast. 


HMM? 
IS THAT 
YOUR 
GIRLFRIEND, [1 


= HEIHACHI? 


I felt a 


little lost 


but excited 
at the same 


time. 


Aren’t there 
a million other 
opportunities, 
hibernating 
somewhere 
in this city? 


«is low, 
and narrow, 
and heavy. 


Can’t 
there be a 
different 
path for 
me? 


There’s a 
demon lurking 
in Tokyo. 


BUT 


_ I'M NOT a 
{24 BRAVE y a “Jump the 
= lV IMOLD ENOUGH Die, track your 
i, oon To / ‘ ~/| life is stuck 
LISTEN. 
mal 320" bores” 
nae y HAVE ANY : 
UN specie 
TALENTS. 
It's a Ye 
dark im 
C whisper |“ * 
: calling 


to me. 


| can’t 
take this 
anymore! 


I 
FEEL 
SICK. I'M 
GOING 
HOME. 


HE'S 
STILL 
ASLEEP! 


: IM 
i' THINKING OF 
QUITTING 
y MY JOB. 


TANEDA.. 


a JUST 

|| I'D NEVER KIDDING, 

| DO ANYTHING I'M JUST 
KIDDING. 


| \ THAT STUPID. 


DO IT, 


IF THAT'S 


EVEN IF 
WE WIND UP 
AT THE 
ENDS OF 


THE EARTH... 


WE'LL BE 
TOGETHER, 
MEIKO. 


| IS SO BLACK 


EVEN IF 
PEOPLE 
MAKE FUN 
EVEN IF 
our FUTURE OF US... 


WE CAN'T 
TELL WHERE 
WERE 
GONG... 
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TLL 
TAKE 
CARE OF 
THINGS. 


| gave my 
two weeks’ 
notice today. 


SHOULD 
IT EAT 
THIS WITH 
CHOPSTICKS 
ORA 
SPOON..? 


WELL, 
I'M OFF 


| GOOD-BYE, 
AND HAVE 
FUN. 


I THINK 
TLL TRY 
TOAST AND 

TOMORROW... 


TO WORK. 


MEIKO, 
IS THIS 
ONE OF 
YOUR 
JOKES? 


NO. 

THE TYPICAL 
JAPANESE 

BREAKFAST 

CALLS FOR 
FISH, 

RIGHT? 


And my 


coworkers’ 
glares 
actually 

hurt, but... 


My boss's ..-| quit 


parting salvo my job. 


was “You'll 

always be a 
quitter, no 

matter what 
you do.” 


After tying 
up loose 
ends and 

training my 

replacement... 


cooking, 
but now 
I’ve got 
the time 


to try 
something 
fancy. 


I can do 

the wash 
when the 
weather's 


| can go 
fora 

leisurely 
walk 


“| whenever 


| want. 


realize 
that aimless 
freedom is 
absolutely 

boring. 


took me 
a week of 
drifting through 
days with no 
purpose... 


Dp VY ly 
YOU REALLY \/ / a 
aut your \ jf" IT's 
yos77 \ A WEIRD 
| At 7 ENOUGH TO 
NY 2" SS) SEE you aT 
SO J E\ tHE stupio, 
a BUT... 


YES, 
I REALLY 
QUIT MY 
JOB. 


WHAAAT?/ 


7 sucHor |’ # 
Le MONEY 
ouev's \ SAVED 
ONLY Pagt \ UP. 
OF IT. ARE YOU 
WHAT ARE REALLY 
YOU GOING 
TO DO WITH OKAY? F 
| YOURSELF 
Now? 
EN Ke ) 
WELL. 
\ I THOUGHT 
\ a TD START 
wow... \/ i, |, BY BUYING 
YOU'RE YOU'RE J NQY -THEV TU Some 
ALMOST 24, SCARY. GET Sauer 
BUT YOU IAT. GE PRMERS cLotues.. 
REALLY HAVE A UCase. 
NO IDEA. PRX Ti, . 


THAT'S 
WHAT I 
SAY, BUT 
REALLY I 
JUST LOAF 
AROUND THE 
HOUSE ALL 
IJUST DAV... 
DON'T FEEL 
LIKE DOING 
ANYTHING. T 
CAN'T BE 
BOTHERED TO 
GET OFF MY 
ASS. 


LéAVE TANEPA... 


NOTICE AT 
WORK 
TOPAY. 


by 


YOu 
TURNED 
IN YOUR —————N ' 

WHAT?! ee! 


On... 
REALLY? 


- ) HEY, 
SPE] MEAT ANP 
Le POTATOES 

\ AA ARE 6000. 


rust \ \ ff ! 
TOL? You?) | 


MY RESIC- | | 


WATION. | Wan 


\ 

uo. \\(\\ 
DELAYED y, 
REACTION. 7- 


WELL, 


Soy ene THAT’S NOT 
« 6000... 
ke porte ~ THAT’S NOT 
THINGS, 6007 AT 
DIIN'T ALL! 


YOU?! 


IWAS 


ANEW - I WANT — 

sone? \Y\SP LE TO PLAY JUST A 
I DIDN'T oy SOMETHING [___ SEC... 
GET THE e is GRITTIER 

SHEET < = \ \\. Topay. 

MUSIC. - \ = 


PLAY 
FROM 
OUR 

SOULS!! 


ove 
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I GUESS 
TANEDA 
CAN'T TELL 
YOU TO WORK 
HARDER... 


HE'S 
PRACTICALLY 
A GIGOLO, 

AFTER ALL. 


AT'S KIND 
OF FUN TO 
HAVE THE GANG 
ALL BACK 
TOGETHER, 
UKE WHEN WE 


WERE IN 
COLLEGE. 


BUT HE'S 
STILL REALLY 
Great at 
WRITING 
SONGS. 


REALIST- 
TLL ICALLY, 
HAVE MY SAVINGS 


TO FIND WILL ONLY 
ANOTHER LAST ABOUT 
JOB BY A YEAR. 
THEN. 


“THE 

STUDIO?! 

YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO 
COME!!” 


/ HE 

iY HASN'T 
SUNG IN 
FRONT OF 


IN A WHILE, 
SO HE'S 
SHY. 


AN AUDIENCE | 


WONBIN'! 


a 


THEY'RE 
USUALLY 
REALLY 
SERIOUS... 


y WONBIN, 

[<= WONBIN.. 
LAS \\|_ won 

BINBIN!/ 


We all met 
in our college 
music club. 


| quit the club 
right away, 
but | still 
went to the 
studio to hang 
out with the 
band Taneda 
started. 


But the 
habit of 
getting 
together 
twice a 
month to 
practice is 
still going 
strong. 


..and after 
a while 
they quit 
doing live 
performances. 


graduation, 
it was 


hard for 


everyone 
to get 
together... 


It makes 

| me kind 

of happy 

that after 
all this 
time... 


STUPID! 
Za YOU TOOK 
OVER YOUR 
FAMILY 
PHARMACY. 
UKE YOU 
CAN TALK! 


YOU'RE 
CALLING ME 
STUPID?! 
IT’S TAKING 
YOU SIX 
YEARS TO 
GRADUATE, 


YEAH, 
IF YOU MEIKO'S 
START TOTALLY 
SLAVING GOT IT 
FOR THE RIGHT! 
MAN, YOU 
LOSE YOUR 
HUMANITY! 


T HATE 
THAT I 
HAVE TO 
GO TO 
WORK 


TOMORROW 


;, LCowyy 


ona 


\ 


; 


\ a 
ny 
ah A 

+e aaall!: 


Now 
THAT I'VE 
QUIT MY 
Jos, I 
\ DON'T HAVE 
ANYTHING. 


I'M KIND 
OF JEALOUS 
THAT YOU 
HAVE THE 


TANEDA. 


bern EEYOW..! 


BAND IS 
= JUST A 
ABOUT HOBBY. 
poral AND A 
THING? HOBBY 


| THAT'S 
TRUE, 
BUT. 


ARE 
YOU THAT 
DRUNK?! 


IM 
REALLY 
WORRIED 
ABOUT OUR 
FUTURE. 


FIGURED... } 


I'M NOT 
CRYING, 
THE PUKE'S 
BURNING 
MY THROAT. 


The next day, 

Taneda bought 
us diaries. 

A flashy one 


with bright 
He really colors for me, 
knows me and a plain 
well. one for him. 


So it’s easy for 
us to tell how 
the other one 

is feeling in the 

morning just by 
the atmosphere 


...drags his 
spirit down 
to the 
bottom of 
the pit—he’s 
so damn 
sensitive. 


It’s been six 
years since 
~ | Taneda and | 
started dating, 
and a year 
since we 
moved 
in together. 


\ 


watching a 

depressing 

story on the 
morning 
news... 


Taneda is 
especially 
easy to 
read, 


TODAY, 
THE T CITY 
ZOO HELD A 
PREPAREDNESS 
TRAINING 
SESSION IN 

THE CASE OF 
A POLAR BEAR 
ESCAPE. 


HA 
HA HA. 


THAT'S NOT (Vay 


TRAINING. ot 
EVERYONE'S Sa 


RUNNING ‘ cg 
AROUND \ i 
LAUGHING. 


HEY, 


THE IT's I 
Z00, | HOLIDAY KNOWY., 
HOW LONG HUH...? : AND THE " 
HAS IT BEEN WEATHER'S 
SWNCE I ae 
WENT TO WE 60 TO 


THE ZOO? THE ZOO? 


Irs 
BEEN A 
WHILE... 


MOM. 


I 
WORRIED 
ABOUT YOU 
oa BUT Ol 
ae. Jy ONCE YOU NEIGHBOR- 
THESE pip You war LEAVE THE HOOD 
TOKYO : UNTIL TODAY CITY CENTER, IN THE BIG 
HOTELS —_ YOUVE To caLL TOKYO'S CIty. 
COST AN JJ KNOWN ME? JUST 
ARM AND ABOUT THIS. : UKE AKITA, 
ALEG.. : REUNION ISN'T IT? 
FOR AGES, 
AND RIGHT? 
BESIDES, 
YOU DON'T 
WORK ON THE 
WEEKENDS, 
RIGHT? 
WELL... 
YEAH, 


MOM, 
YOU STILL 
TAKE YOUR 
COFFEE 
WITHOUT 
SUGAR? 


a WHAT ARE 
YOU SO 
UPSET 
AG @ ABOUT? 
es = YOU ONLY 
| La WeOTE WIT 
| : : | —\ FOR THREE 
—> DAYS. 


YOU 
DON'T 
HAVE TO 
HIDE IT My 
FROM ME. } BOYFRIEND 
S BOUGHT ME 
THAT. 


YOUVE 
NEVER BEEN 
ABLE TO STICK 
TO ANYTHING, 
BUT YOU GO 
AND WASTE 
YOUR MONEY... 


YOU'RE 
AN ADULT, 
AND PAYING 
YOUR OWN : 
BILLS. May 


8) WHO'S LIVING 
HERE WITH 
you? 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
ELSEI 
NEED TO 
TELL YOU. 


MEIKO'S 
MOM POPS 
UP, SO YOUR 
DATE’S CANCELLED 
AND YOU HAVE 
NOWHERE TO 
CRASH TONIGHT— 
A DOUBLE 
WHAMMY! 


~~ 


— 


FEEL 

YOUR 

PAIN, 
BROTHER! 


SOMEWHERE, 
IT MAKES ME 
WANT TO GO 


EVEN MORE, 
YOU KNOW? 


WHY 
i . I ARE WE 
JUST. (24 9) MUST BE DRINKING 


PRETTY = AT THE 
CRAZYTO 2007 
HAVE 


AGREED 
TO THIS. 


HEY, KATO. 


DID YOU 
WATCH THE TS RIP 
NEWS THIS WORKING 
TODAY 


MORNING? 


YOU KNOUI, 
THE USUAL. 
STOCK 


MARKET'S UP 


AND DOWN, 


SOMEONE GOT 


MURDERED, 


TASTY FISH IN 
SEASON, BUT... 


Nope, We] NOPE. 
| op NY HE BECAME 
\SOMETHING] | /\ ONE WITH 
“| HAPPEN? |, \ THE WIND. 


~/ I MEAN, IT JUST 
PS! WHAT THE \ Ge ete 
y THE WORLD 
DOWG IS BALANCED 

neon: ON THIS 

AROUND... THIN LINE. 


ACTUALLY, IT’S 
THIS TOTALLY RIGHT Now, 
UNNATUI I'M AT THE 
far 200 To 
ENVIRONMENT 
AND WHERE ANIMALS RELAX 
el ees AND WATCH 
RIGHT PRISONER. 
IN THE 
MIDDLE 


WHY ARE 


YOU STILL 
OBSESSING 


war, 
AM I HEARING 
THIS RIGHT? 

YOU'RE SAYING 

THAT IF I GET 

SERIOUS 

ABOUT THE 
MUSIC AGAIN... 


KATO THE 
SUPER-SUPER 
SENIOR WILL 
GIVE UP 
EVERYTHING 
TO FOLLOW 
ME? 


THE 
WORLD IS 
DROWNING WN}, 


THINK 
TANEDA, YOU'RE 


YOU SHOULD JysTt 
SERIOUSLY FRys- 
THINK ABOUT TATED. 
STARTING 


BEFORE 
You 
GET ALL 
YOURE A — pepeessED 
GIGOLO, = pBouT THE 
REMEMBER! —wogLp, You 
AND YOUR HAVE PROBLEMS 
GIRL IS TO SOLVE 
OUTOF _ CLOSER TO 
A JoB/ \ HOME, RIGHT? 


WERE 
FRIENDS. 


UH, UM... 
HERE'S MY 


HIPPO fea THEM STOP 
IMPRESSION ff CRYING! 


SOMETHING 
THAT 
IMPORTANT— 
YOU COULD 
HAVE AT LEAST 
TALKED TO ME 
ABOUT IT 
FIRST! 


OH... 

HOU 
COULD 

YOU? 


T REALLY 
DON'T THINK 
YOU'RE READY 
TO BE LIVING 
ON YOUR 
OU. 


I THINK 
IT'S TIME 
FOR YOU 
TO COME 

BACK 
HOME. 


~ 


NO.. 


YOU'RE i 
lors YOU'RE 
UTTLE KID 
\] ANYMORE, 
SO STOP 


ACTING 
UKE ONE! 


WELL, 
I'M DOING 
FINE! AND 
WE'LL MAKE 

OUR OWN 
DECISIONS! 


I 
MEAN 
REALLY, 
MOM! 


AHH! 


YOU 
SHOU UP 
COMPLETELY 
UNANNOUNCED 
AND START 
CRITICIZING! |*\." 


was 

bad! 

_— | was 
totally 
acting 

like a 
kid! 
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UMM, 
TANEDA... 
ABOUT OUR 
DISCUSSION. 


\ SOTLL 
TAKE 
YOUR 
KEYS... 


BY AND HANG 
en0S!? © AROUND 
Your PLACE 

UNTIL YOU 

GET OFF 

WORK. 


OUR 


NO, Lah) ps- 
NOT CUSSION 
UH. THAT. } i caccour 
YOU KNOW, . kere 
ABOUT REALLY WERE 
STARTING UP ABDUCTED 
THE BAND BY ALIENS 
AGAIN! \ AS A KID? 


4 
i= 
OH, 
NEVER MIND. 
WE CAN 
TALK ABOUT 


JUST 
AS SOON 
AS YOU 
FIGURE OUT 
WHAT IT IS. 


IT TONIGHT. 


aH 


Right now my But that’s IF I’m honest, 
life has an more of an it’s because 
expiration date excuse than my boyfriend's 
determined by a real reason. here. 
my bank balance. 


Can | find 
something 
before my 
time is up? || 


MEIKO, 
DIDN'T 

YOU QUIT 
SMOKING? 


THOUGHT 
I'D INTRODUCE 
MYSELF TO 
YOUR MOM 
FIRST. 


BUT... 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
HERE? 


OH, 


YOU WERE 
STAYING 
AT KATO'S 
TONIGHT. 


| I THOUGHT 


TANEDA 
wll 


> HUH.? | 
MEIKO, 

THE 

UGHTS 

ARE OFF. 


HMM...2 


“Meiko, 
I'm sorry for 
L~ saying what | 
TT did. | was 
||| surprised and 
yelled at you 
without 
thinking. 
| 
| 
“| think that 
you two should 
make your 
own decision, | 
too. = iii 


nameplate 
on your 
mailbox is 
a dead 
giveaway 
that you’re 
living 


together. 


“| won't tell 
your father, 
but Meiko, if 
you're going 
to lie, doa 
better job 


“I'll stay at 
the hotel 
like | 
originally 
planned. 


“| made 
some curry 
stew, so 
heat it up 
and enjoy. 


— wid WHEN MY 
i 
DON'T Ce : i gad 
BLAME = _ WERE LIVING 
t's YOU. Ka BW THOUGHT to¢eTHER. 
HagD TO : . SHE'D 
ADMIT GET MAD, q 
THINGS > sol \ 
LIKE THAT | - | LED. 
TO YOUR f 
PARENTS. 
[\ BOY, 
I HADN'T 
BEEN TO 
THE ZOO WN 
A REALLY 


LONG TIME... 


YOU KNOW MY 
PARENTS WERE \ 
I WORKAHOLICS, 
HARDLY AND THEY KIND OF 
TALKTO ~~ HATED EACH 
THEM OTHER..SO WE 
ANYMORE. NEVER REALLY 
WERE — WENT ANYWHERE 


THAT'S 


HEARING 
ABOUT YOUR 


FAMILY... ree TOGETHER AS 
Ftp 8 FAMILY. 
I ; 
S| THINK ie 
IT's : 
GREAT. 


Sn, 


TANEDA... 


CAN WE 


60 TO 
THE ZOO 


SOME 


OTHER 
TIME? 


IM 
MEIKO'S 
MOM. 


: UH... 
; HOW Do 

- YOU Do? 

— Imsorey 
MEIKO, ABOUT 
SHE'S NOT CUTTING 

WHAT I / INTO YOUR 

PICTURED x TRIP. 


AT ALL... 


SHE'S GOING 
TO HER CLASS 
REUNION. I THINK 


HEY, 
TANEDA, 
YOUR 
CHOPSTICKS 


ARE UPSIDE- |/ 


DOWN! 


\ 

: UH, 
SINCE OUR WELL... 

FRESHMAN ul 
YEAR OF 4 
COLLEGE, fa 

SO THAT'S 

SIX YEARS... a 


AND HOW 
| | LONG HAVE 
YOU TWO 
ibs BEEN 
7} DATING? 


‘ spoT WHAT DO 
(ef ILLUSTRATIONS YOU DO, 
FOR SPORTS | MR. 
bit ye \ TANEDA? 
T 
OF THAT... 
/| course, if 
TM STILL / 
JUST Ree y 
PART-TIME. | "ha 
“\ a ee Ade Zl i 
T HAVE OHH MAN. 
’ THIS IS MORE 
TO GO UNCOMFORT- 
i as TO THE > ABLE THAN I 
: rN BATHROOM. AN IMAGINED... 


IT'S ALL 
RIGHT, 
Me. TANEDA, 
NO NEED 
TO BE SO 
NERVOUS. 


T HAVE A 
FEELING YOU 
TWO ARE 
GOING TO 
DO JUST 

FINE. 


I Worry 
’\ ABOUT HER, 
. BUT... 


WONDER WHAT 
MIGHT HAVE 
HAPPENED IF 


DIFFERENTLY, 
—\ Bur. 


THERE Are \ 
TIMES WHEN T \ 


I'D DONE THINGS j. 


SHE PROBABLY 
DOESN'T REALIZE IT, 
BUT MEIKO SEES 
ME AS SOMEONE TO 
AVOID BECOMING. 
AND THAT'S PROBABLY — 
WHY SHE DOESN'T | 
WANT TO COME 
HOME. 


CHANGED 
AT ALL. 


A LONG 
TIME AGO, 
I GRADUATED 


WHEN 
YOU'RE YOUNG, 
YOU THINK 
THE ONLY WAY 
BUT IT'S TO HAPPINESS 
ACTUALLY IS THE HARD 
MUCH 


ROAD... 
SIMPLER 
THAN THAT. 


ANY- 
LITHINK — UIAY.. 
THE TWO OF 
YOU SHOULD 
BE FREE TO 
“\ Do WHATEVER 
YOU WANT 
RIGHT NOU. 


PLEASE 
TAKE CARE 
OF MEIKO 

FOR ME. 


] YOU 

f wanes, \ Yo xe 

STOP SENDING | CARE OF 

cS ALL THOSE |~.| YOURSELVES 
VEGETABLES. Now. 


ME 
Too.T 
COULDN'T 
EVEN TELL 
YOU WHAT 
TATE. 


» atnavvanry 
exes eo) craw 
» | NERVOUS... i 


pipes —_ TANEDA..? 


ABOUT? —- = — HUH? 


USTEN 
MEIKO... 


IF 
WE EVER 


! mI 


Actually, 
I’m just 
called 
Rip. 


| family runs 

this ordinary 
drugstore in 
“| an ordinary 


shopping 
arcade. 


Per 
fel 


My ordinary | 


name is 
Jiro 

Yamada. 
I'ma 

| clerk ata 

| drugstore. 


aii 


To think it’s 
still affecting 
4 me today— 
life is so 
weird. 


| RES BABWITKSU 


\THSGERSARELET 
aap ctigeit 


Le 
NO, NO. 
THAT'S JUST 
1s ASTATUE. {) 
F THAT THERE'S A 
J so? MAILBOX | fy 
i DOWN THE l 
BLOCK. g 
I DON'T 
KNOW WHO 
YOU ARE, BUT 
THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 


KINDNESS. 


MY... 
MAILBOXES 
ARE SURE 
COMPLICATED 


THESE DAYS. 


your life 


like? 


doing here?! 


are you even 


do much for 
our sales. 


= / ly OEY 


DON'T POPS, H4 
LAUGH ANOTHER : HA 
ABOUT BOTTLE { HA/ 
iT! = OF BEER! 
——- : | 
( as a j YOU HAD 
= | ASLEEP! es 
% | WITH 
SEE, : L 
I SPEND OU | ES TANEDA?! 
ALL Day y — 
ALONE AT 
HOME AND I 
HAVE ALL “4 : 
THIS TIME di \ 
ON MY ae, b : v 
HANDS. e yi v : 
I 
oe THOUGHT 
Oe ID DO 
WHEN WE | 8? Ny SOMETHING | 
PLAYED |% I PLAYED NEW FORA 
YESTERDAY, | %° 4] THIS FIGHT CHANGE OF 
T TOTALLY | GAME TANEDA — PACE. 
KICKED HIS. 
TWON20 ass, 
GAMES IN A 
ROUI, AND 
TANEDA 
FREAKED io 
OUT. BD 
ala) ih) la I 
18 cb 3): THINK TVE 
| pS) ) LAL Le , 
ea tera | 
HE 4 El 
5 TALENT. WHO 
i THE 
BUT HELL 
ai CARES, 
21 
OVER STUPID ANYWAY?! 
FIGHTS LIKE 
THAT, RIGHT? 
) 
iy i 
iN 


Hy 
WEA ie \ 


Mii, 


~EVEN 


IF GAMING 
/ IS OUT, THIS WELL. 
a 1S THE TIME 
» +» TO TeY Your 
: HAND AT ALL 
So Sorts oF Fo 
THNGS, 
AND le 
AS LONG 
AS NOTHING ~ 
DRASTIC - 
HAPPENS, 3 
I DON'T THINK 
YOU TUIO WILL é 
REALLY BREAK = 
UP, DO 
YOU? ~ 
os 
SOMETHING | XS 


DRASTIC, 
HUH..? 


IT KIND OF 

. FEELS LIKE 
BS | IT'S COMNG 

TO THAT. 


CAN INTERSECT 


SO YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
BECOME A 

PROFESSIONAL 
GAMER? 


IT’S NOT 
OFTEN YOUR 

HOBBY AND 
YOUR CAREER 


LIKE THAT... 


SOME 
OLD GuY 
/ WHO LIVES 
/) WN THE 
/ He's Got _ NEIGHBOR- 
ALZHEIMER'S HOOD. 
OR SOMETHING 
AND THINKS 
OUR FROG IS A 
MAILBOX. 


HEY. 


THIS IS 


SHOUIN HIM 

WHERE THE 

| REAL MAILBOX 

IS ABOUT 

A MILLION 
TIMES. 


AT 
LEAST 
ONCE A 
WEEK... 


USUALLY 
\ | A COUPLE 


OLD MAN, 
BOTH THESE 
ADDRESSES 
ARE THE 
SAME. 


HUH..? 


OOPS... 


= : OH.. 
: UR 
HAVE TO \ AY \ on see 
TELL HER \ CT \ 
EVERYTHING | WX \ -): a 
THATIDID | | |) wd eatlig 
TODAY, mE 
YOU SEE. ak 
SEE? 
‘i. HIS MIND’S 
| PRETTY 
“ HT sue : MUCH 
¥ a On GONE. 
ol We 4 WIFE, IS X 
J KEPT HER .|\ SHE. 
es 3{ waTNG JTF Ly 
FOR ) |e 
DECADES. 
. ¢ WHEN Yes 
_| SHE'S WE WERE SHE 
PROBABLY STILL YOUNG, PASSED 
THE Ae = AWAY A 
F rT oH aps LONG TIME 
ae AGO. 
oT WERE VERY 


*/ TM VERY 
| OLD AND 
WHEN MY I CAN'T 
LETTERS COME REMEMBER 
BACK TO ME, THINGS 
IT MAKES ME TOO WELL 
FEEL LIKE MY ANYMORE. 
WIFE STILL 
REMEMBERS 


ME. 


I 
‘| GUESS HIS 
ry v 
DEMENTIA'S 
STILL 
pA SPORADIC. 


Buy 
2. ‘| 


# you'D 
HAVE TO HAPPY, 
ASK HIM. 

IT'S REALLY 
GREAT THAT 
HE'S STILL SO 
CLOSE TO HER 


SUPPOSE. 


TANEDA 


HAS A sammy SO MEIKO, 
HEADACHE @/ YOU DIDN'T 
SO I NEED COME ALL |! 
SOME PAIN- = -——— THIS WAY 
KILLERS. JUST FOR 


YOU TWO... 
YOUR FIGHTS 
NEVER LAST 
LONG, DO 
THEY? 


ARE YOU 


ISN'T THAT 
SOMETHING 
YOU ONLY 
FIND OUT 
WHEN YOU'RE K 
DEAD? 


pr SO IF 
| YOU DIED 
1 RIGHT NOU), 
| WOULD YOU BE 
iy. SATISFIED 
WITH YOUR 
LIFE? 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
UFE |S? 


CAN YOU 
REALLY SAY 
THAT YOU'RE 

SATISFIED 
WITH YOUR 
UFE? 


THESE 
ARE ALL 
QUESTIONS... 
} : DON'T 
taese YUAN. ASK ME 
THESE 
THINGS YOU DIFFICULT 
SHOULD BE r THINGS LIKE THAT 
THAT, OKAY? YOU WANT 
au ws TO ASK 
STNEDA? : oe YOURSELF, 
TANEDA? i) Py : 


HEY... 
MEIKO! 
LONG TIME 
NO SEE/ 


MEIKO, 
HURRY UP 
AND FIND 

A NICE GieL 
FOR THIS 

GUY, WILL 


OF COURSE, ¥ 
I'D BE REALLY ¥- 
HAPPY IF YOU }, 
CONSENTED [i 
TO MARRYING 
HIM, 


THINK T 
COULD MARRY 
THIS MOCK 
ROCKER. 
BESIDES, 
HE'S TOO 
Haley. 


Life, 
livelihood, 
my role 
in it all. 


Dreams, 
money. 


My 
| get : 
impatient de lg 
with myself pa 4 
Butthen . for not aed ind of 
: having the | 
i a 
se courage to | feel like 
myself break out _ such a 
thinking of this dull z sissy and 
lifaisnok life. a coward 
really so 


bad. 
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WELL, en 
I'VE BEEN V4 ae 
HERE FOR 

SIX YEARS, 
AFTER ALL, 


SO WHY 
CAN'T I 
UNDERSTAND 
THESE 
PROBLEMS? 
WHAT DOES 
THAT EVEN 
MEAN?! 


summer... 


Summer 
semester 
is full of 
all these 

young kids 
enjoying 

themselves. 
| hate it. 


AM I ON 
CAMERA? 

IS THIS 
CANDID CAMERA? 
IS THERE 
A HIDDEN 
CAMERA 
SOME- 
WHERE?! 


I'M NOT 
A FREAKIN 
GREEN 
GOBLIN! 


KMPH. 


THE 
FORCE 
SHOULD BE 
STRONG 
IN YOU BY 
Now). 


RADUATED 
YET? 


DON'T 
YOU GET 
LONELY 
PLAYING BY 
YOURSELF? 


WELL, 
YOUR 
FINGERING'S 
A BIT 
SLOPPY. 


YOU'RE 

PRETTY 
600D 

ON THAT 
BASS. 


YY YOU 

= es! NEW 
KG R= 10 THe 
CLUB? 


HUH..? 
| ACOUSTIC 
GUITAR? 


ARE YOU ONE 
OF THOSE 
CHICKS WHO 
BARES HER 
SCARS WITH 
DEPRESSING 
SONGS ON 
THE STREET 
CORNER? 


OH 
YEAH? 


YEAR ARE 
YOUIN? [> 


\ 
SO WHAT Ex \ 


HERE, I 
OH. \ BROUGHT MY 


/ THEY TREAT \MEMBERSHIP 


ME LIKE A APPLE 
GRADUATE CATION. 
HERE, SO 


GIVE THAT 
TO ONE OF 
THE OTHER 


4 WE'RE ALL 
GOING FOR 
A DRINK. 
WANT TO 

COME 
ALONG? 


E 


WHY 


TAKE ME 

hee OUT For 
WITH THE ) segs 

m ou? 

OTHERS? (| 1) eel 


She’s 

totally 

hot for 
me! 


OH MAN! 


BNET | veces a 

" CHICK WITH 

NO FUTURE! , 
\ 


SABAKAWA, 
YOUVE 
REALLY 

[RORBAKFOFT =— DONE A 

LOT WITH 

YOURSELF! 


THAT'S 
NOT WHO | 
WANTED TO BE, 
SO I CAME —_— 

TO TOKYO é 
AND... ) 


aout |. Sap IMPoR- IT'S EASY 


ny) TANT? TO CHANGE 
iE 5 | HOW YOU 


\ | = 


\ 


" \\ 


IF YOU 
WANT PEOPLE 


TO LISTEN, 
YOUR LYRICS 
HAVE TO BE | LIS BuT irs \ | 
STRONG. a HARD TO \\ 
(e¥- CHANGE =| 
\\ Co WHAT'S REALLY 
— SS IMPORTANT. / 
= . 
“ee . “oi 
THIS FLAT, 
BORING, 
AMBIGUOUS 
WORLD CAN'T 
INSPIRE THAT 
ANY REAL IVE BEEN 
JUST SONGS... f-. 1] FORCING MY 
OVER- : ZN LyRIcSTO | \ | 
PRODUCED f \\ CONFORM, / 
CRAP THAT S\ tormrtue | | 
HAS NO 


| 
MUSIC. YA 
MEANING. | | 


~ (EUAN) Le 


T OMLY IT was Za | see 
staeteD \\, " AeeoGANt To \ oot 
PLAYNG THE =} | THWKI COULD } ¥ pce 
GUITAR BECAUSE ACTUALLY Pons 
T THOUGHT IT — BECOME A mivoen oa 
WAS COOL. <a \ MUSICIAN. 


REEEALLY? |/ 


. mf 


“AFTER 
ALL..” OR 
“BUT...” OR 
“WELL...” 


»JUST GET 


IN THE WAY. 

DON'T LET 

THEM STOP 
YOU. 


IVE = STUPID IDEA, 
ALWAYS ANYWAY. 
JUST DONE 
MUSIC FOR 
MYSELF. 


WELL, 


\ OF COURSE 
I'M SERIOUS 
EXPERIENCE § ABOUT IT 
Is i / Now! 
IMPORTANT. |} fi J 


—_ 
I WANT : 
EVERYONE 
TO HEAR 
MY MUSIC! 


BUT I CAN 
AT LEAST 
SHAKE UP THE 
FREAKING 
JAPANESE 
MUSIC 
CHARTS! 


KATO... 


WHAT IF 
IT DOESN'T 
DO ANY 
GOOD? 


AS LONG 
AS I'M STILL 
KICKING, 
THEY'LL GET 
NO MERCY! 
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you'LL 
: STILL 
«| HAVE YOUR 
MUSIC. 


BOUND TO 
COME OF IT, 
I'M SURE. 


.\ 


SOMETHING'S 


i 


WELL... | 


IF 
\ | YOU KEEP 
| \ PLAYING... 


UHH... 
MY PLACE 
IS OVER 


DAMl, THERE. 


WHAT A 
DUMP. LOOKS 
UKE IT'LL 
COLLAPSE [= 
IF YOU 
BREATHE 
ON IT. 


aa 


. . GOOD . 
LUCK TO 
; YOU, TOO. 
fi 
\ What 
a \ \ thet 
= j | that 
\ \ ti Ve for...2! 
How can NF (ar 


my body | re 
betrayme [7234 > E 4 Ai cy 
for a girl fat | acd: 


like that?! \ 


NEVER MIND. 
JUST GET 
YOUR BUTT 
BACK HOME/ 


IM 
KEEPING 
HER =, 
COMPANY 
FoR YOU! / 5, 
GRIND 
HIM INTO. 
DUST AND 
KILL HIM, 
“a ry 
—=.f 
UH... : 
I i eee) 
| COMPLETELY [«. \ 
|\ FORGOT. \ 


OH, 

T FINALLY 
CAUGHT YOU. 
WHERE HAVE 

YOU BEEN?! 


YOU WERE 
SUPPOSED 
TO HAVE 
DINNER 
WITH Al 
TONIGHT. 
o\ DD You 
tt \FORGET?! 


HIS 
NECK. 


TAKE IT 
ANYMORE!! 
ALIS 
ABOUT TO 
EXPLODE/! 


TLL BET 
SOME CUTE 
COLLEGE GIRL 
TALKED YOU 
INTO TREATING 
HER TO DINNER 
AGAIN, HUH? 


ONE 

CAN BRING CARELESS 

EVERYTHING 
TUMBLING 


DOUIN. 


THINK 
ABOUT 
THAT 
VERY 
CAREFULLY. 


SECOND... [I= 


TLL RUN 
\ THE WHOLE 
WAY HOME! 
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let that 
soak in. 


"ll 
take 
it! 


Our air 
conditioner 
finally died 

the other 

day. 


Just 


| wouldn’t 


have been able 
to experience 


the pleasure 
of standing 

in the bright 
noonday sun. 


... but at this time 
of day | used 
to be in an 
overly air 
conditioned office 
pounding on 
a keyboard. 


The apartment 
building | live 
in is 25 years 
old. It’s been 

renovated over 
and over, but 

it’s still a dump. 


| went out, 
intending to 
go to the 
appliance 
store... 


How can | 
describe 
it? This is 
freedom! 


Summer's 
great! 
Even if 

it’s 
burning 
hot. 


My bank 
balance ruins 
the moment. 


The 
expiration 
date on 
freedom 
is rapidly 
approaching. 


ANOTHER 
YEAR..? 


IF 

I DON'T 
CUT BACK ON 
EXPENSES, 
TLL BE LUCKY 
TO LAST SIX 
MONTHS. 


__| THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
PATRONAGE. 


ANEW Ale 
CONDITIONER 
WILL HAVE 

TO WAIT... 


YES, 


WE ARE! 


Just 
SOME 
SHOPPING... 


ARE YOU 
AND THE 
BOSS 
GOING TO 
LUNCH? 


OH! 
MEIKO! 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING 
HERE? 


GOOD LUCK 


AND 
THE 
BUT STUPID 
WHO CAN BOSS 
BLAME HIM? _ (GNORED 


AS FAR AS HE'S 
CONCERNED, COMPLE- 
TM JUST A 
USELESS 
SLACKER. 


ww 


WITH WHAT? 
SHE'S JUST 
SAYING THAT 
CUZ IT'S 
EXPECTED. 


THAT 


SHALL LOOKS 
I BRING WONDERFUL 
SOMETHING ON YOU, 
IN YOUR | MA‘AM... 
SIZE? 
THIS 
IS ONE OF 
OUR SUMMER 
LOOKS AND IT | 
COMES IN FIVE 
A, You Faas COLORS. 
MAKE A ae 
REALLY AWS 
GREAT \ 
SALES i 
CLERK. ; 


I COULD \ | 
PROBABLY 


HEH HEH. 


SELL TO PS Re | IT COMES 
A DOG, ns a NATURALLY 
IF HE YJ) NOW. 
WERE A es 7 
\ CUSTOMER, = 
By 
THE WAY, 
ARE YOU 
GRACING ME 
\ WITH YOUR 
PRESENCE... 
I i BECAUSE 
HAVEN'T YOU WANT 
ME TO 
VEN. TREAT 
OFFERED 
j YET YOU TO 
EP, LUNCH? 
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OHH... 4 So, 
SCARY! S DO YOU 
HEH “| KNOW WHAT 
ai HEH. YOU WANT 
FEELING 
VERY : 
NERVOUS! | 


\¥ 
i 


IM YOU GET SO, 
CARRIED v's 


UKE A EASILY! 
TEENAGER. 
HE'S SOFT 
IN THE 
HEAD. 


YOU 


HAVEN'T HAVE TO 

EVER HAD BE THE ONE [S 
ANY SERIOUS CONNECTED igi 
DISCUSSIONS, ‘\TO REALITY. 


HAVE YOU? 


1 BET EVEN 


IF YOU SUSPECTE} 
THAT TANEDA WAS 
YOU CHEATING ON YOU, 
ALWAYS RUN YOU'D BE TOO 
AWAY FROM AFRAID TO CHECK 
ANYTHING HIS CELL PHONE, 
THAT COULD RIGHT? 
HURT YOU. 
aoe / tink 
ce, about THEN 
at SI iiral HOW DO 
night. ret. | YOU DEAL 
WITH KATO, 
A? 


YES, 
WELL... 
YOU HAVE 
TO TRAIN 
THEM 
RIGHT. 


BUT YOU 
NEVER 
COMPLAIN TO 
HIM ABOUT 
STILL BEING 
IN COLLEGE. 


WELL, 
MAYBE... 


WHEN T 
CHECKED 
HIS PHONE 

AND SAW THAT 
HE WAS 
EMAILING 

A COLLEGE 

GIRL, I HIT 

HIM. 


=] AND WHEN 
I FOUND A 
CARD FROM 
4 GIRLIE BAR 
NW HIS 
WALLET, 
THIT HIM... 


WITH A 
BEER 
:| BOTTLE. 


\é 
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THAT'S 
WHY T WANT 
HIM TO ENJOY 
HIMSELF FOR 
AS LONG AS 
POSSIBLE. 


STILL, 
WE Work IM 
AND WE BEING 
EAT, AND EASY 
THAT'S ONHIM. 
WHAT'S 
EXPECTED 
OF US. 


Y 


WELL, 
KATO'S 
JUST AN 
ORDINARY 

GUY. 


HE KNOWS 
HE HAS A 
LONG AND Ee 
BORNG LIFE |} 
AHEAD OF 
HIM, 


WHEN 
YOU TOLD 
ME YOU QUIT 
YOUR JOB, I 
COULDN'T HELP 
WONDERING... 


alr 
MAYBE YOU'RE 
UNCONSCIOUSLY 
PUTTING 
PRESSURE 
ON TANEDA. My, 


Wy 


Should KY 


we go 


gornewhere “Vy 


else? 


OH, 
HE'S REALLY 


BEFORE 
HE GETS 
THIS THE WRONG 


MIGHT BE IDEA. 
YOUR LAST 
CHANCE. 


NO 


MATTER 
HOW MUCH 
YOU WoRrRY 
ABOUT 
SOMEONE 

aur ELSE'S 

CAN'T PROBLEMS | 

FOR 

THEM. 


wJUST 
THINK..ISN'T. 
IT BETTER TO 
REGRET THINGS 
YOU'VE DONE, 
THAN REGRET 


WHAT 
YOU WANT [% 
HIM TO te 
DO. 


NOTHING'S 
GOING TO 
CHANGE IF 
YOU'RE JUST 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT. 


THINGS YOU'VE 


NEVER EVEN us 


TRIED? 


IF YOU'RE 
PUTTING IT 
OFF BECAUSE 
YOU'VE GOT 
THIS IDEAL 
THAT REALITY 

CAN NEVER 
MATCH... 


...because And | 

| have this  haven’t 

feeling that hada 
it will serious 


make our talk with 

relationship Taneda 
fall apart. about our 
future... 


| quit 
because 
| hated the 
way | was 
getting 
exhausted 
and worn 
out. 


I'm not TT 
some pure 
heart 


=| know how 
difficult it is to 
live an 
ordinary life, 
having to 
overlook 
each other’s 
shortcomings. 


chasing 
after 
dreams. 


| think 
what I’m 
most 


unhappy 


...is Taneda 
trying so 
hard to 
become 
an adult. 


about... 


HEY... 
YOU'RE 
Have HOME... 


THINGS 
CALMED 
\ DOWN aT 
WORK? 


HAVE YOU 
BEEN, 
MEIKO? 


BOUGHT || 


YEAH, 
THEY LOOK SHE GAVE 4 PAle OF 
GREAT. ME THE SANDALS jj 
BUT DON'T EMPLOYEE ATAIS |) 
WEAR THEM DEAN: SHOP. 
IN THE WERE STILL 
EXPENSIVE. / \ 


JUST LIKE 
PEOPLE, 
MACHINES 
SHOULDN'T 
BE DISPOS- 
ABLE. 


» WHOA! 


p TM NOT 
TANEDA sure wHaT \ ; i 
e T DID, BUT || 
IS I FIDDLED | | | 
YOUR WITH IT AND IT i | 
JoB STARTED | 
HARD? WORKING. oi 


TANEDA, 
YOU REALLY 
WANT TO BE 
MAKING MUSIC, 
RIGHT? 


MEAN... 


GET YOUR 
BAND BACK 
TOGETHER. 
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Ree THAT WAS 
AWAY FINE. 


WAS THAT 
SKETCH I 
SHOUED YOU 


ff} K YESTERDAY 
|! AND GET ME } FOR THE NEW 
THE FINAL FILE ) ILLUSTRATION 
FOR THAT Ail OKAY? 
PHOTO SHOOT ne 
BY 2:00 PM. 


OH, AND 
TANEDA.. = 
trs YOUVE BEEN \ 


STARTING PRETTY 
To AFFECT WIPED OUT 


yoUR WORK,  ®ECENTLY. 


ARE YOU TRYING (\, 
TO TELL ME 
SOMETHING? 
DAMN. 
HONESTLY, 
2 4) A= HOU MANY 
prin z PIECES I Do, 
rience a | }) ONLY GET 
= PAID BY THE 
Hour. 
f HF. 


AFF. a 


5 


What | do 
know is that 
this forest is 
surrounded 
by an 
insurmountable 
wall, and there 
are no exits. 


io 


How long 
have | been 
walking, 
anyway? 
| feel like I’ve 
been wandering 
for years. 


The weight 
on my back has 
been getting 
gradually 
heavier, and 
finally I’ve 
reached the 
limit of my 


@ 


\ a) 
Yet a yas 
& \ 
e@ 3 @./ DROP THIS eee 

® GLORIOUS pict 
a | OPPORTUNITY SE 
mE en FORA OF THIS 
; GOLDEN} |’ SPRING 
- FUTURE? : 


or How \. 
ABOUT THIS 
RESIGNATION 
TO AN 
ORDINARY, 
SILVER 
FUTURE? 


SOMETHING | a7 
MORE 
IMPORTANT. 


“~M-<BVOOOSSS9H 


WAIT, 
HANG ON! 
WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN, 

MY TIME 

IS UP?! 


THAT'S 
WHAT IT 
MEANS?! 


NS] ew up 
WITH aN 
NOTHING? |) \\ 


I 
TOOK 
DESIGN 
COURSES IN 
COLLEGE 
AND I 

THOUGHT 

I MIGHT AS 

WELL DO 
SOMETHING 

CREATIVE... jf 


DIDYOU 
JUST SETTLE 
FOR WHAT 
WOULDN'T 
HURT YOUR 
PRIDE? 


TANEDA, 
WHY'D YOU 
START UW 
workwe [| 
HERE? =F 


I CAN 
HEAR IT IN 
YOUR VOICE, 


ISN'T WHAT 
YOU WANT. 


SOME 
PEOPLE ARE 
BETTER OFF 

THAN US, 
SOME ARE 
WORSE OFF. 


TIMES 
| ARE HARD. 

JUST KEEP 

YOUR SIGHTS 
AIMED LOU, 


SO WE'VE 
GOT LESS 
THAN A MONTH 
TO TAKE IT 
EASY... 


TANEDA 


GET 
YOUR BAND 
BACK 
TOGETHER. 


BUT 


I GUESS 
; IT'S BETTER 
VOURE:ONE THAN HAVING 
OF THOSE HIGH EXPEC- 
PESSIMISTIC TATIONS 
OPTIMISTS, x AND WINDING 
AREN'T YOU? m= \ UP UNEM- 


v PLOYED. 


. \Y AND A LOT OF 
GUYS DON'T 


HA 
HA 
HA, 


EVEN GET A 
CHOICE ABOUT 
HOW THEY 
MAKE THEIR 
MONEY. 
BY 
THE WAY, 
THE PREZ 
ANNOUNCED 
HE'S 
EXPANDING 
BUSINESS 
IN SEPTEMBER 


PLANS TO WITH A WEEKLY 
SHOVE ALL = MAGAZINE AND | 
THE EXTRA A WEBSITE. / 

WORK 
ONTO US. 


WE CAN 
ONLY PRAY 
THAT HIS 
BAD HABITS 
WILL FINALLY 

a KILL HIM. 


THENWE yf 
~ CAN TAKE |Z) 
OVER THE 
BUSINESS. 


OH NO, 


‘N SHE'S 50 
SCARY! 
WITH THE . LENT’ | 
GUYS WHO ne 
a SPECIAL. 


SERIOUSLY 


INTO IT. 

You 

Ne YOU WON'T 

ioe HAVE THE 
YOU'RE 

YOU'VE Nor TALENT... ltd 
ALWAYS SERIOUS j ) BRUSHING 
GOT AN ABOUT \ ME OFF LIKE 
EXCUSE =f bo Tes THAT TODAY. 


READY. 


YOU'RE 

SCARED 

OF BEING 
CRITICIZED.... 


SORRY. 


JUST 
KIDDING... 


THAT FIGHT 
LAST NIGHT 
sree WAS PRETTY 
SERIOUS 
ca we ie 
HOME'S CHANGE... 
KATO'S GONNA 
TONIGHT? BE HARD... 


| 
know 
there’s no 
point to 
it... 


7 


..-but it’s 
the pathetic 
truth that | 
, 
a ne t can’t see 
avi 
f who | am 
ag without 
toa i comparing 
myselr. myself to \ _ 
other people. 16 


W7 


you're 
sincere 
| “\about doing 
something 


.. you're 
stalked 
by the 

fear that 

there’s no 
turning 
back. 


And as time | 


passes, your Mug umecs 
options 
definitely 
narrow. 


Ooh... 
| want to 
play my 
guitar! 


re: 


230,801th | 


IVE GOT 
THE BAD HaBiT \_. 
OF TRYNG TO 
WORK IT ALL 
OUT IN MY 
HEAD BEFORE 
\ DOING 
ANYTHING. 


THE RATIONALLY, 


BaND..2 _WILL IT 
THE | SUCCEED? 
MUSIC... 


EVEN IF 
THNGS 
DOWT 
THNK IT's YORK 
WORTH IT IF - 


KNOW WHEN 
4 WOMAN 
H\ WILL DOUBLE- | 
CROSS YOU! 


anecn! \\ \22 yr y 
Fre IS NEVER 


, ‘MIND THAT. 
ME WA Fn De XL] T alonpee 
NOWHERE! yS\ aR =| HOW LONG 
. Wf, ~) MEIKO AND 
ZI (7 tae BL 
SHE'S \ 1 1) ir TOGETHER... 
KIND OF Ls! i 
A LOUSY A Uncertainty 
\ ta, Le VO brainy» 
i IN ae (S ais 
THE 


JAPANESE 
ECONOMY'S 
GONG TO 
COLLAPSE, 

SO OUR 

FUTURE IS 

, \ WorTHLESS 
NO MATTER 


Thoughts, 
sti 
scattered. 


THE ONLY 


THING T'M 
CERTAIN I KNOW 
ABOUT IS THAT THERE 
AND THAT TIME IS NO RIGHT 
RIVERS ~— FLOWS LIKE ANSWER. 


oA 
SECOND 
CHANCE. 


BUTT | 


WON'T 
GET... 


120 


NO, 
THEN THE 
BALANCE 
WILL BE 

OFF... 


TANEDA, SO... 
THIS IS SUCH WE'LL PUT A 
y) ALONG SONG. : BREAK IN JUST 
| _N\ WHY Don't we BEFORE THE 
CUT THE 


YOU KNOW), 


AND LET'S \ SECOND 
USE ARPEGGIO \ BRIDGE. 
AND MUTE ON 
THE GUITAR 
FOR VARIATION 
ON THE FIRST 


GUITAR 


| YOU'VE GOT 

THE GUITAR 
‘ sors 
L==7 GREAT FOR YOU, 
BUT I'VE Got WN 
| \ THE BASS AND 
 \ IT'S FREAKING 

BORING FOR 
ME! 


/ 
/ 


| \) 
| NOTHING... ) 


GOT DOWN ON 
HIS KNEES AND 
BEGGED YOU 
TO GIVE HIM 


TIME TO 
RECORD? 


YOUR FACE 
TWITCHING? 


HAVE 
ONE THOUGHT 


TANEDA BEND HIS 


THNG HE'D EVER ( 


QUIT 
MAKING UP 
WEIRD 
THINGS 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT. 


Now 
THAT 
THEY'RE 
FINALLY 
SERIOUS 
ABOUT 
THIS... 


YOu 
DECIDE 

TO SKIP TO | 

RECORDING? 


WHAT IF HE 
COMPLETELY 
LOSES 
CONFIDENCE, 
CRAWLS INTO 
HIS SHELL AND 
STARTS 
LIVING ON THE 
INTERNET? 


ian WHAT IF 
SOME CRAZY 
‘Ww PERSONALITY 
EMERGES AND HE 
TURNS INTO A 
30-YEAR-OLD 
pos SERIAL CHILD 
MOLESTER 
NICKNAMED 
“THE POET’?! 


S BECAUSE 
H WHAT TM 
‘ke IF. RESPONSIBLE 
JUST FOR 
WHAT GETTING 
be IF..2! HIM ALL 
2.9 FIRED UP! 
ASI >. 0 


yy 


SHOULDN'T 


WE DO SOME 
LIVE SHOWS 
FOR ONE, FIRST TO GET 
WE CAN'T A FEEL FoR 
COUNT ON THINGS, NSTEAD 
DRAWING THE " i REASONS... OF JUMPING 
ered -- STRAIGHT TO 
; THE CD? 
WE USED \C= » Boe 
TO, RIGHT? . “afl — 
= 
i} — _ 
AND WE - 
HAVE ALL THIS . 


EVERGY WEVE | \\ 

BUILT UP OvER | \, Wl 

THE years or | | 
STRUGGLING. 


SO YOU 
WANT TO 
TRAP THAT 


WE'LL SEND 
IT OUT TO 
THE LIVE 

VENUES AND 
RECORD 

COMPANIES 


KNoU)! 


YOU GUYS 
HAD BETTER 
SERIOUSLY 
PRACTICE! 


SO WE'RE 
GONNA BE IN 
THE STUDIO 
FOUR DAYS 

A WEEK..? 
WE HAVEN'T 
DONE THAT 

IN A WHILE, 


» THEN 
WERE 
SERIOUSLY 
DOING 
THIS. 


DIDN'T I 
JUST SAY 
THAT? 


i ig ff. 
EN 
a 


Way. 


..the 
strange 
animation 


that’s been 
lighting 
Taneda’s 
face 
recently. 


HEY 
TANEDA, 
I'M HOME... 


It’s 
because 
of... 


LET 


OH, 
WHAT...? 
YOURE 
WRITING 


ME HAVE A SONG? 


A LOOK, 


. oKay? 


The 
impatience 
that 
plagued 
me has 
vanished. 


LOOK 
AT THIS! 
I GOT 
THIS AT 
THE FLEA 
MARKET 
FOR 800 
YEN! 


THIS TIME, 
I PROMISE 


I'M DONE. 
TLL PLAY IT 
FOR YOU, 
Too! 


Ny 


TLL SHOW IT 
TO YOU WHEN 


WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO YOUR 

SHIFT? 


YOU'VE ALWAYS 
BEEN SHY 
ABOUT SHOWING 
ME YOUR SONGS, 

HAVEN'T YOU? 


OH, 

BY THE WAY... 
HAVE YOU NOT 
BEEN GOING 
TO WORK 
RECENTLY, 
TANEDA? 


BUT 


‘ Don'T worry.! \ WAIT A 
Sorel I SWEAR I'M MINUTE... 
ABOUT NOT DELUDNG | TANEDA.. 
QUITTING MYSELF THAT 
¥ MY JOB | WELL MAKE 4 
“ FORA g - : LIVING OFF 
WHE. OUR BAND. 
I 
REALLY 
WANTED TO 
CONCENTRATE | 
ONTHS |. 
‘\ RIGHT NOU, 


I'M GOING 
TO RISK 
EVERYTHING 
ON THIS 
RECORDING. 


IF WE DON'T 
GET SOME KIND 
OF RESPONSE 

THIS MONTH, 

I'M GOING 
BREAK UP 
THE BAND. 


I 
BROUGHT 
HER SINCE 

THIS IS 
OUR FINAL 


REHEARSAL. 


FD! 


FINALLY, 
TOMORROW'S 
THE DAY 
WE'VE ALL 
BEEN 


ira WAITING 
\ \Sai one! LM ‘a exo FOR. 


I'M ONLY 
GOING TO 
BE PLAYING 
AT 80 
PERCENT 


HEY, 
YOU SEEM 
ALITTLE 


WHAT'S 
THE FIRST 


“SOLANIN.” 
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His 


eyes are 
shining, 
just like 
a kid’s. 


This is 
how it 
should be. 


WE THROW 

| IN A S-YEN 
COIN FOR } 

LUCK? 


a 


Y was THE 
ONE WHO 
GOT THIS ie individually 
was pray packaged 
for some and sent to 
response. the various 
record 
PLEASE, companies 
LET IT GO and live 
OKAY. venues. 


AH. 
HERE, 
ar tHe Vgfeesy. 
TOP OF 
| THE FIRST 


SECOND, 


mr 
WA we SPEED 


VA UP. 


I WASN'T 
4 EXPECTING 


DON'T 
{+ — KNOUI, 
=| MAN. 
TRAFFIC 
SUCKS. 


i) 


LEAVE 
ME NO 


PREPARE 
TO SEE 
HOW A 


BOY BORN \ 


AND BRED 

IN TOKYO 

RULES THE | | 
ROAD... 


YOU GET US TO 
THE FIREWORKS 


CHOICE... 


IN 
EXCHANGE 
FOR NOT 
TEASING YOU 
ABOUT YOUR 
SHADES, WILL 


DISPLAY ON 
TIME? 


S 


BUT 
DON'T 
WoRRY 
ABOUT THAT| 
RIGHT NOW, 
MR. 
RIPLEY... 


: ITs 


THERE'S 


PROBABLY A 
DIMENSIONAL 


WARP IN THE 


MACHIDA 


FAR... 


| THISIS 


REALLY 
FAR AWAY, 


RIP. 


UP CLOSE 
oR NOT, 
FIREWORKS 
ARE STILL 

PRETTY. 


I WAS 
THINKING 
HOW NICE 


THIS IS. 


WHY 
ARE YOU 
JUST 
STANDING 


THERE? 
THERE 


WON'T BE 
ANY 
FIREWORKS 


LEFT. 


WELL... 


BUT 
GUNPOWDER 
7\  CANKILL 
PEOPLE. 


FIRE- 
WORKS 
ARE 
BEAUTIFUL... 


HERE IN 
PEACEFUL 


JAPAN, WE'RE 
ALL WATCHING 
FIREWORKS. 


IT's So 
ORDINARY. 


HERE 
_| WE ARE, 
ALL PLAYING 
WITH FIRE-| 
WORKS. 


BUT THIS 
COULD BE 
A MOMENT 
OF 
MIRACULOUS 
HAPPINESS. 


It’s $0 
ORDINARY... 


GROAN. 


Me 


GOT 
tT! 


/ 


OF 
COURSE, 
WE'RE STILL 


<i) BROKE AND 
“2 \UNEMPLOYED, 


WW TANEDA! 


ONE'S 
HEADED 
YOUR 
Way! 


He must 
know that from 
now on, 
we can’t waste 
any chance that 

comes alon 


that this 
instant is 
built on all 
those times we 
covered our 
eyes and 
ignored 


reality. 


Taneda 
must 
know... 


This 


is the 


moment... 


..when we 


change. No 
more taking 
our days for 


granted. We 


have to make 


something 


of them. 


FIRE- YOu 


WORKS KIDS..! IN 
ARENT ¥ : ; 
ALLOWED 7 Our 
ON THIS fe future... 
BEACH! & 
What 
is our 
future...? 


ENS G 


Vy: 


RUN 
WHERE? 


7| the earth... 


Even 
if the 
path is 
difficult... 


..and 
takes us 
to the 
ends of 


No, 
A 
UTTLE 


DOUN... MORE... 


SHOULD 
LOOK FOR 
ANOTHER 


N 
Mh 


M 


THAT'S 
MY NOSE, 
MY NOSE. 


3 P.M. AT 
KUMAGAYA 
sf RECORDS?! 


THANKS \, 
FOR 
BRAVING 
THE 
HEAT. 
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BUT... 


THAT'S 
WHAT 

CAUGHT 

OUR 


YOU STILL 
SOUND VERY 
AMATEURISH, 


a 
LUSTENED 
TO THE CD 
YOU SENT. 


2 


KUMAGAYA MUSIC RECORDS 


I WANT 
YOU TO 


ABOUT 
SINGING. 


FORGET 


FF, 


fy 


LILITITA 


T 
CALLED 


YOU IN FOR 


ANOTHER 
REASON. 


WE'RE 
GROOMING 
HER FOR 
STARDOM. 


PART OF 
THE PLAN 


IS TO HAVE 
HER DEBUT 
ACD. 


HITOMI 
HANAMURA, 
THE 
SWIMSUIT 

MODEL. 


THE 
CONCERTS 
AND TV 


WILL START 


| APPEARANCES }, 


THIS YEAR. 


I THINK 
YOU CAN 
PROBABLY 

GUESS, 
BUT. 


” 


I WANT 
YOU TO BE 
HER BACKUP 

BAND. 


So, 
WHAT 
THIS ISA DO YOU 
FABULOUS, THINK? 
ONCE-IN-A- 
UFETIME 
CHANCE FOR 
YOU GUYS. 


» “SS 


HITOMI cell 


USED TO wene ier 
PERFORM 
PLANNING TO 
sues MHE® HGH TURN HER TO 
SCHOOL APATHETIC 


GOING TO BAND AT 
WRITE HER OWN ScHOOL 
SONGS, AND FESTIVALS. 
WE'LL MARKET 
HER AS A 
SINGER/ 
SONGWRITER. 


TANEDA... 


JUST 
WHO'S BEING } 


RIDICULOUS 
HERE? 


ay YOU ? ~ | 
= GAVE ME ‘ / We 
CHILLS. = : 
NO.. , 
T THINK = TM 
YOU DID = SORRY... 
THE RIGHT PY \. 
THING. 
: I THINK 
TANEDA 
i FEELS THE : 
SAME WAY. 


; SAEKI 

YOU'VE FROM THE 

CHANGED 
QOONELDAS, 

SO MUCH, igre fs 

T THINK : 
I WAS THE 
ONLY ONE 

WHO 
RECOGNIZED 


YOU. 


YOU'RE... 


IM 
SORRY YOU 
CAME ALL 
THIS 
WAY FOR 
NOTHING... 


TO THEM 


WE WERE 
AN INDIE BAND 
THAT COULDN'T 
ADAPT TO THE 
MAINSTREAM, 


So, 
SOME 
PEOPLE 
STILL 
REMEMBER. 


YOURE ONE 

OF THE REASONS 

I DECIDED TO 

M\ Go INTO Music 
AA WN HIGH SCHOOL. 


BUT 


YOUR MUSIC 
WAS HEAVILY 
WESTERN- 
INFLUENCED, 
AND THAT'S 
NOT POPULAR 
WITH THE 


THAT'S WHAT AVERAGE 


I THOUGHT 


WAS SO COOL 


ABOUT IT. 


WHY... 


lS 
SOMEONE 
LIKE YOU 
ACTING LIKE 
A TOTAL 
CORPORATE 
SELL-OUT 
Now?! | 


=— | 


JAPANESE... 


SOT 
HAD AT 
LEAST ONE 
ENTHUSIASTIC 
FAN... 


THE CDS AND 
CONCERTS THE 
RECORD COMPANY 
PRODUCED FOR 
US STOPPED 
FEELING REAL. 


I WASN'T 
MADE TO STAND 
BACK AND LET 
OTHERS TAKE 

THE LEAD. 


SOMETHING 
MORE 
IMPORTANT. 


STOPPED 


SOIS 
MONEY THE 
ONLY THING 
THAT FEELS 
REAL TO 
you?! 


MY 
PRIORITIES 
CHANGED. 
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YOU CAN 
SEE ME AS 
A LOSER 


iF YOU 
WANT. 
you'LL 
PROBABLY BUTT 
AM STILL 
REALIZE FIGHTING. 
THAT ONE 
DAY. 


i} Hand Towels} 
|] | Cesooli 


..can 
throw quite 
a curve ball. 


...| wonder 
what things 
would be 
like now. 


Sometimes 
the god of 
chance... 


If 
hadn't 
said 
anything 
then... 


WHY DON'T 
YOU JUST 
CALL IT 
WHAT IT IS— 
A TOY PARA- 
TROOPER? 


| hardly 
know what 
to say. 


OH! 
THERE, IN 


eal 
seemed 
like 
something 
ended for 
us today... 


| don’t 
know why, 
but for 
some 
reason... 


ee THANKS. 


WHAT'S 
GOT 


YOU SO 
WIRED? 


a i 


... When 
we'd be 
able to 
look back 
at this 


day and 
laugh. 


... that 
the time 
would 
come ... 


rea 
secretly 
prayed ... 


With 
Taneda 
acting so 
upbeat... 


ee 0 | a es 


a / 
' —_ = 


YIKES! 


WE = OH... 
MIGHT 
vot Have RO) es 
PAID THE uy 
BILL THIS Se oe 
MONTH. —_ U 
DAMN. 
' IT FELT 
fe LIKE T WAS 
TRAINING 
UNDER A 
UKE WATERFALL 
IT'S ALL FORA 
MY ; SECOND 
FAULT?! DB -A\ |i 4 : THERE. 
W/ 7 
j i , Ts : 
a @ | , 


Now past We 

its peak, i didn’t get 
summer was any other 
slowly taking responses to 


on hints : the demo CDs 
of autumn. that Taneda’s 
band sent out. 


It’s been 
Mii] | |woandehalf 
Without months since 
a job, . | quit my 
there’s no job—the most 
definition unproductive 
to my life. period of 
al my life. 


don’t even 


feel like 


P| bothering 
to pay for 
utilities. 


This lazy 
happiness 
feels good, 
but... 


Didn’t | 
quit my job 
because | 
was sick of 

being one of 
the living 
dead? 


.. Was 
Freedom 
itself. 


..and | feel 
like I’m not 
part of the 


world—like 
a corpse. 


It really 
scares me, 
especially 

at night. 


...sometimes 
| remember 
that I’m not 
contributing 
anything to 


| wonder 
if the demon 
that whispered 
“Why not be 
free?”... 


MAKES 
YOU WONDER 


| re WHERE 


THIS RIVER 
REALLY IS. 


IT 
FEELS 
WEIRD 
TRAVELING 
BACKWARDS. 


EVERY- 


ONE'S 
ALways 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
~BUT TOKYO... 
THAT'S 


KANAGAWA 
ON THE . 

OTHER BANK, 

ISN'T IT? ii 


YOU KNOW, 

~“ THIS IS 

Sy THE FIRST 

TIME I'VE 

BEEN ON A 

BOAT LIKE 
THIS. 


IM 

BREAKING 

UP THE 
BAND. 


I KNOW 
YOU DON'T 
WANT TO 

LEAVE TOKYO, 

MEIKO. 


IM 
THINKING 
ABOUT 


YOU WANT 
TO GO BACK 
HOME WITH 
ME AND WORK 
FOR MY DAD, 
THEN? 


YOU'RE 
GOING 
BACK TO 
FUKUOKA? 


J WHAT 
EVERY- SHOULD 


YOU THNG = JDO?! 
DON'T YOU SAY 
“s KNOW AND DO 
yi; WHAT JUST PUTS 
j TO DO... 
90 YOU 
JUST DO 
| NOTHING | || 
AND 
FORCE 
EVERYTHING 


ON ME! 


"| YOU SAID 
“| THAT You'D 
‘| TAKE CARE 


|\ OF THINGS! 7 


YOU SAID 

THAT WE'D 
f\ ALWAYS BE 
\ TOGETHER! 


THOSE | 
_| WORDS ARE || 


IMPORTANT. 
DON'T SAY 
THEM IF YOU \ 
DON'T MEAN 
THEM! 


, 
an even 


NOTHING, 
JUST 
WRITING 
IN MY 
DIARY... 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
UP TO? 


what he 
said as he 
walked 


out... 


Taneda 
went out 
fora 
walk. 


never 
happened 
before, 
but | 
wasn’t 
really 
worried. 


This has 


4 


His cell 
phone 
broke 
when he 
fell in the 
river, so | 
can’t call 
him. 


=i 


While | 
was sick, 
| dreamed 
that Taneda 
was back, 
acting the 
same as 
always... 


..and | 
acted the 
same as 

always, not 
realizing it 

was a 

dream. 


Then, 
| caught 
a cold. 


Has this 


room 

always 
been 

so big? 


penton 


wa l’ve 

never 
really 
listened 
to their 

song. 


PACKAGE 
FOR 
MR. TANEDA. 


Misunderstendings are beyond the sky 


\s life just Full of goodbyes? 
We caught 2 olimose oF our Future 
But it’s time eon ood-bye, 
\E\ had done this then, iF | could return to then. 
But | can’t become the boy | was. 


\n that little room ulhere | used to live, 2 stranger now resides 
The awful words you said, all those wasted days 

\ Ar lukewarm can of coffee on that cold winter's day 
“The long, rainlbow-colored scarf like 2 trail oF memories 
Jase me down the alleys and | cannot ot avrey 


Repeat) 


ee - 
2 our tepid happiness were to liviger on 
ee on eats an evil seed world sprout 


fe Kime For aah 


peat) 


Good-bye... He's all vighat 
Be well wherever you are 
\ too will survive 


Ws all vighnt, so good-bye. 
Bite Rina 


This is a 
breakup 
song, 
isn’t it? 


AARGH../ 


~DSODADBOOV 


THE 
POTATOES 
HAVE 
TURNED 
INTO 
| GOBLINS! 


Quiet, \y lI 


HE WAS 
PLANNING 
TO LEAVE 


ME. 


MEIKO! 

| | SOMETHING 

TERRIBLE IS 
HAPPENING 
TO THE 
VEGGIES 
IN YOUR 
KITCHEN! 


g HOW 
Se COULD 
HE HAVE 
DISAPPEARED 
ATA 
TIME LIKE 
THIS..? 


MEIKO, 
YOU HAVE 
TO EAT 
SOMETHING, 
OR YOU'LL 

DIE. 


STRANGE 
SENSE OF 
RELIEF, I 


ANYWHERE 


CAN YOU Nhs Ws 
BREAK UP 
AFTER ALL 
THIS TIME? — 


All I’ve 
done these 
past few 
months is 


cause him 
pain. 


ELSE TO 


THAT 
MEANS 
HE JUST 
THAT OUT ON i 
MAKE YOU. 
YOU 


SAD? 


| 
wouldn't 
blame 
him for 
abandoning 
me. 


.-but | It l saw 


couldn't wasn’t what our 
trust bad. future would 
myself to It didn’t be like. 
that future. horrify 
me... 


And | I knew | knew 
wanted to we'd both we'd get 
make sure leave things stuck in it. 
that didn’t unfinished. 


happen. 


...@ little 
gap began 
to grow 
between 
our hearts. 


If he ever 
disappeared 
from my life 
—the very 

thought... 


...unable 
to move 
forward. 


...Taneda 
was like 
air to me. 


It was 
like | was 
running in 
a dream... 


In good 
ways and 


bad... 


| ...somewhere But | wanted | was 
actually... to stay supposed 


wanted to _in my heart... 

escape my with him to be so 
life with forever. in love 

Taneda so with him. 

that | could 

find peace. 


«SOMETIMES 
EVEN A TINY 
SPLINTER CAN 
TURN INTO 
A FATAL 
WOUND. 


AND WHAT 
ABOUT THE 
ODDS THAT 

YOU WOULD BE 

TOGETHER 

FOR SO 

LONG? 


|! CONSIDER 
ig THE ODDS 


MEIKO... |. \~ Se 
Py THAT YOU 
A | AND TANEDA 


WOULD 
EVEN MEET. 


DON'T 

GIVE UP 
UNTIL 

THE VERY 
END/ 


LOVE IS A 
, MIRACLE 
ee was YOU CREATE 
we Oo YOURSELVES. 


He was 
just the 
same as 
always. 


Taneda 
appeared 
in my 
dreams 
again 


MEIKO, 
that night. 


YOU NEED 
TO GET 
SOME 
REST! 


IM 
GOING TO 
STAY WITH 
YOU 
TONIGHT. 


And 
again, 
| didn’t 
know it 


was a 
dream... 


HEY, 
WHAT HAVE . 
YOU BEEN Ss 

uP To?! . 


vow't you gy 
KNOW HOU | 
WORRIED 


DOWT YOU irs 


"“HEH- 
HEH-HEH” 
ME! 


HOW'VE 


YOU 


BEEN? 


“WNDBUM=BA 


HEY, 
I CAN'T 
ANSWER 
THAT MANY 


QUESTIONS 


IVE BEEN 
STAYING AT 
THE OFFICE, 


I KOWTOWED 
TO THE BOSS 
AND BEGGED 
HIM FOR MY 
JOB BACK. 


IF THIS WERE 

4 COMIC BOOK 
TD SAY, “IN THE 
NEXT ISSUE, OUR 
HERO BECOMES f 

4 FUNCTIONING 

MEMBER OF 

SOCIETY!” 


YOU'RE 
GOING BACK 
TO WORK? 


IM 


BUT I'M GONG 

TO CONTINUE 

THE BAND, |, 
EVEN THOUGH 


FULL-TIME. 


WORKING 


I 
THOUGHT 


GOALS. 


THAT'S 
ALLT 
|| REALLY 
WANT. 


I'D FACE DOWN 
ANY OBSTACLE 

IN ORDER TO 
REACH MY 


> \C 
ON 
Sa ‘o 


MEIKO... 


I 
HONESTLY 
THOUGHT 
THAT I 
WAS GOING 
TO CHANGE 
THE WORLD 
WITH MY 
MUSIC. 


LET'S 
FIND OUR 
HAPPINESS. 


WILL 
YOU CALL 
ME BY MY 

FIRST 

NAME? 


wal 


Low Batter 
Powering © 


Really? 


/ COME ON, 


WHAT'S 
GOT YOU COME ON... 
SO FIRED Irs 
WHAT UP ALL MORNING... 
~, HAP- OFA GET UP, 
GET UP! 


PENED SUDDEN? 


ACTUALLY, 
THE 
LAUNDRY'S 


SHE'S BEEN 


UKE THIS 
EVER SINCE 
SHE FOUND 
OUT TANEDA 
WAS COMING 

HOME. 


The 
year is 200X. 
The world has 
been enveloped 
in the flames of 
nuclear war! 


That’s not 
what really 
happened. It’s 
another peaceful 
day in Japan. 


UH OH, 
I'D BETTER 
GET GOING 

TO THE 

STUDIO. 


WATCHING 
YOU PLAY 
THIS GAME. 


lucky, we 
avoid disasters 
and terrorist 
attacks, living 
a quieter 
future than 
we once 
dreamed of. 


We're not 
living in 
some 
futuristic 
colony. 
There are 
no flying 


THEY saD ¥ 
WE'D BETTER 
weap IT UP | 
OR THEY'LL | 
CHARGE US 


No messiah 
has appeared 
to save an 
Earth 
devastated 
by radiation. 


THIS 
IS THE 
2st 
CENTURY, 
THIS IS 
REALITY... 


MORROW'S \* 1 = PNB fo 
THE iy = 


To- ; hy : y 


« 


HEY, 
FAREWELL Sipe S | wHAaT’s uP, _ 

fy Flt, MEIKO? y- | 
CONCERT. { i) area 


HOw ay 
areyou |W? 
GUYS 
DONG? 


WELL, i 
WE'VE BEEN ¥ = 
PLODDING 

ALONG FOR 
we THREE YEARS 
je) | JUSTNEED NOW, SO We 
TANEDA To SHOULDN'T 

=| write some HAVE A 

a — Lyrics For : 
‘a: , OUR NEU) 
Ty Rs SONG. 


=TSCE " 


_ WE'RE 14 
ALL JUST 
GETTNG MAN. 
PART-TIME GRADUATION 
JOBS BUT > IS FINALLY 
YOU'RE Ae HERE!! 
WORKING = GONNA eat Ai A 
YOUR BUTT BE.. 
OFF W 
SOME OFFICE F bis 
DOUWNTOUN HAVE TO 
COME APRIL. pew 
a WNOTHER | yo, 
> year? |" 


TRAINING, 
RIGHT? SO 


iy HOW'S IT 
ITIS SO GOING? 


BORING... 


WHAT? 


WAIT A 
MINUTE... 
H WHAT ARE 

OF 


COURSE 
TALKING 
TAM. AND agour? 


YOURE TM SIGNING 
ABOUT TO 4 LEASE 
START A FOR THAT | © 
JOB YOURE aPaRT- 
| TOTALLY UN- MENT. 
INTERESTED 
IN, RIGHT? ‘s 
Lt 
A) THERE'S NO 
NA 4 WAY YOU WERE 
BORN TO JUST 
St 7 Pour TEA AND 
WAIT ON 
CLIENTS. 
ck 4 i. 
WOULDN'T “A ~~ | NO MATTER Wf 
WANT TO SSNS) How TIGHT —_— 
RUSH INTO \ S| THE JoB ff AV 
SOMETHING MARKET IS... a, i ay 


UKE THAT. 
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STOP 

TRYING 

TO PUT 
TM YOURSELF | 

WALKNG WM f 
HOME SHOES. 
ALONE. 


Somewhere 
in my heart, 
I still think 
I can do 
something 
great. 


.and our 
we'll first CD 
play, to: will have 
sold- steady 

sales, 


YOU'RE MY 
BOYFRIEND. \/ 
YOU SHOULD 
BE TELLING F 
ME “GOOD 


wasn’t it 
boring 
to live 
with such a 
predictable 
future? 


then one 


make a 
major 


debut... 


in 
day we'll college. 


guitar 
in high 
school. 


. then wll When 
pump my keep our 
right fist twanging last 
high in that A song 
the air! maj 7 ends... 
chord 
on my 
Mustang... 


Reality 
is a lonely, 
delusional 

concert 
in my tiny 
apartment. 


HERE'S 


YOUR STUFF | 
FROM MEIKO. JAPAN TODAY... 
SHE ASKED YOU CAN FLIP 
ME TO IT THE BIRD 
BRING IT AND YOU STILL 
OVER. GET NOWHERE. 


YOU SOUND 
WEIRD 
MUTTERING 
TO YOURSELF 
UKE THAT, 
TANEDA. 


YOUVE BEEN 
TOGETHER 

FOUR YEARS, f 
IT'S BOUND N 
TO HAPPEN. 


BE 
CAREFUL OF 
SEASONAL 
YOU MOOD SWINGS 

KNOW AND STUFF. 

YOU'RE NO 
600D 

WITHOUT 


MEIKO. 


WHAT'S 

REALLY 
IMPORTANT 
IN LIFE. 


HAVENT staeTs?/ 
CHANGED 


AT ALL, ws 
HAVE YOU? Ads 
OK 
wy a /S> 
y = y : 
wHaT 
WELL, ABOUT YOU 
IM ye = -/ YOU'LL GUYS? 
STARTING | xs Stick WHAT'S WITH 
4 SALES aiaae our THAT LAME 
JOB THIS — UKE A — HAIRCUT? 
SPRING. SORE 


i 


WELL, 
THAT MIGHT 
BE NICE... 
PUT OFF 
ADULTHOOD & 


TLL PROBABLY 
JUST STAY 
AT MY PART- 


AND WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING AFTER 
GRADUATION, 
TANEDA? 


WHO 
KNOWS...? 


Wi 


TIME JOB. 


YOUDYE = Scewp 
your TO ME 
BLEACHED =e 
HAIR BLACK yar 
AND GETA JOB, yay 
AND SUDDENLY 
YOURE ALL 
GROWN UP?! | 


WELL LET \ = 
YOU GO FIRST 


Bi SO YOU CAN 
WE meet SEE OUR HOT | | 
WHO PERFORMANCE. FX. 
WANTS TO == WARM UP THE 
HEAR YOU / CROWD FOR 
ASSHOLES / US, OKAY? 
PLAY? ff} 
4 
Vy 


Probably 


not. 


Does 
anyone 
want to 
hear our 

performance? 


Wait a 


minute... 


HEY, 
YOU GUYS../ 
HERE'S 
SOME 
GOODIES 
FOR YOU, 


UH, 
TANEDA'S 


: 


) ARE YOU 
GUYS 
DOING? 


OH, THAT 
REMINDS ME... 
I SAW MEIKO 

SUP INTO THE 

AUDITORIUM 


Who do 
| want 
to play 
my music 

for? 


/ TANEDA, 
T HEARD 

YOU GUYS 
HAD 

ANOTHER 


| 


DON'T 
BE SO 
STUEPOR. HER FEEL 
Hue AND 
LIKE SHE 
MAKE UP 
HAS TO 
rte SNEAK WTO 
UGH, WHAT Te 
A PAW. 


CONCERT... 


What am | can’t 
| doing even be 
talking honest 
about music, with the 
about person I’m 
expressing closest 
myself? to. 


Damn... 
Is this all 


I'm good 
for? 


| Damn!! 


Damn!! 


\ 
= I 
UH... - ‘ 
THIS IS HEY, 
OuR LAST TANEDA// 
SONG. SAY 
T MEAN IT'S SOMETHING, 
i OUR LAST WILL YA?/ 


WROTE SONGAS 
IT JUST STUDENTS. 
FOR 
TODAY. 


TLL 
JUST 
TELL YOU 
EVERYTHING!! 


LYRICS!! 


TANEDA! 


WHEN A 
PLANE 
PLOWS 
INTO A 
THERE'S BUILDING, 
AN AWFUL = WHEN WAR 
PART OF ME ERUPTS.. 
THAT FEELS 
BAD, BUT KIND 
OF EXCITED/! 


IT WON'T 


BE DRAMATIC, 


JUST ONE 
BORING DAY 
AFTER 
ANOTHER?! 


EVERYBODY!! 
CONGRAT- 


ULATIONS ON 


GRADUATING 


FROM 


HUMANITY// 


USTEN UP! 
CAN I TELL 
YOU 
SOMETHING 
REALLY 
MESSED 

up?! 


I SEE 
NO LIGHT 
OF HOPE 

IN OUR 
FUTURE!! 


TLL 
NEVER 
BECOME 
AN ADULT... 


«WHO ACTS 
SATISFIED 


,| WITH A TEPID 


HAPPINESS!/ 


NO 
MATTER 
HOW 

wEVEN HARD IT 
IF IT Ss... 
TAKES ME 
TO THE 
ENDS OF 
THE 
EARTH... 


YOU SAID 


SOME 
REALLY oi 
HEAVY-DUTY Jf 


SO... 
A WHY DO 
YOU GOT D | YOU SOUND 
IT ALL OUT, 
EVERYTHING 


YOU WERE 
THINKING, 
RIGHT? 


THERE'S 
ONE THING 
I COULDN'T 


When | 
get home, 

maybe I'll 

write a 
love song— 


... but 
the warm 
sunshine 
and her very 
existence 
feel strangely 
pleasant. 


future's 
still vague 
and 
uncertain... 


For some 
reason, | 
suddenly 
remember 
what 
happened 
a year and 
a half ago. 


Is this And So So much 


what life yet, much time has 
is like? not has gone by since 
really. happened. that day. 


I'll sing 

it to her 

when | 
get home. 


| got 
embarrassed 
and never 
sang it for 
her. 


The love 
song | wrote 
that day... 


NO, 
SERIOUSLY. 


AND NOW ‘ 
THE FIRST NEW 
PART-TIMER 
HIRED IS YOU, 
MISS INOUE... 


THAT'S | 
YOUNG. he 


YOU MEET 
LOTS OF 
GIRLS IN 
COLLEGE, 
DON'T 
YOU? 
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THIS IS 

THE FleST 

TIME ANYONE'S 
EVER SAID 


It 
STILL GETS 
PRETTY COOL 
IN THE 
EVENNGS, 
DOESNT 


.and the ...because 1 Z 
shop | started 19] 

happened happened working 
to be toseean at the 

nearby, adina _ florist’s 
but... magazine... 


i 


WE STILL } 
DON'T HAVE 
ALL THE 
MEMBERS, 
BUT. 


| ...L used 

suddenly to want 

remembered _ to work 
that. in a flower 


MISS shop or a 
INOUE, bakery. 


CAN I 
TAKE YOU 
HOME? 


OHASHI, 
ARE YOU 
INA 
BAND? 


IT 
STILL GETS 
PRETTY 
COOL IN THE 
EVENINGS, 
DOESN'T IT? 


..when —_...when | 
| was was 
young little... 
and 
innocent... 


...that 
you think 
lam. 


WILL YOU 
HAVE DINNER 
WITH ME 
SOMETIME? 


YOU LIVE 
ABOUT A 


WALK FROM 
HERE, 
RIGHT? 


TEN-MINUTE | 


THANKS... 
BUT I HAVE 


SOME 


SHOPPING 


TO DO. 


composed, 
mature 
person... 


drift Incoherent .-blow The 
inand _ thoughts... much more cold 

out of my meaninglessly —_ winds... 
mind. than last 


year. 


HOw 
WAS YOUR 
FIRST DAY 

ON THE 
JOB? 


THE OTHER 
PART-TIMER 
IS... WELL, 
HE'S A 
REALLY 
GOOD KID, 


WELCOME 
HOME, 
MEIKO. 


HI. 


Wow. 
HOU) MANY 
BOXED 
LUNCHES DiD 
YOU BUY? 
LOOKS LIKE 
YOU'RE NEVER 
GONG TO 
= COOK FOR 
===», YOURSELF. 


THAT'S 
RIGHT. fo 


: HUMPH... 
") | YOUVE 
GOT TO 

TRY TO 

UKE IT. 


YOU CAN 
DECIDE IF 
YOU REALLY 
CAN'T TAKE 

IT LATER. 


IT 
| staeTeD 
uk TO RAN. 


ARE YOU 
JUST 
STANDING 
THERE? } 


ONLY BEEN 
| TWO MONTHS, 
AFTER ALL. 


It was 
so unfair 
of you... 


y, 


vm 

‘ = 

mu 
mm 


oF 


THE PORK 
¥ BUNS WERE 


| never 
knew how 

scary it 
could be. 


many 

“what ifs” 

assaulted 
me. 


Spending 

a whole 
day doing 
nothing... 


thinking 
did any 
good... 


What if | 
hadn’t said 
anything 
that day... 


Wheat if | 
had just 
left him 

that day... 


What if 
I'd never 
gone out 
with him 
to begin 
with. 


| hadn’t 
quit my 


..is filled My 
with so empty old 
man apartment... 
“what its”... 


COMING IN 
FOR THE 
FIRST TIME 


| SINGING 

| “Forever 
LOVE-WITH 
YOU BY MY 


heal 


ARE 
YOU 
CRAZY?! 
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HURRY UP 
AND PULL 
YOURSELF 
TOGETHER, 
OKAY? 


I 
DON'T 
LIKE SEEING 
YOU LIKE 
THIS. 


| first 
saw Meiko 
when | 


was a 
freshman 
in college. 


| thought, 
“There really 
is such a 
thing as 
love at 
first sight 


a 


| was 
jealous of 
Taneda 
because 
Actually, he was 
| wanted dating 
to steal her, 
her away 


from him. 


And now 
| can’t steal 
her away!! 


| I'm 7. & 
| Even if not 
Taneda [Ss : gonna » F 5 
(G4 is dead... a: Se 1 feel a 


. the rest 
of us have 
to go on 
living!! 


What 
should 
the rest 


of us 
do? 


Tell us, 
Taneda. 


IM 
GETTING 
OFF WORK 
EARLY 
TODAY 
AND... 


THING IS, 
TM IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
A SACRED 
PENALTY 


YOU DON'T 
USUALLY 
CALL ME 
FOR NO 
REASON. 


SHOULD 
HAVE 


THROUN 


PAPER... 


ACTUALLY, 
IVE GOT 
SOMEONE 
COMING 
OVER. 


MEIKO, 
IF YOU'RE 

FREE, | 
WHY DON'T || 
YOU COME 
OVER FoR 
DINNER? 


TANEDA'S 
DAD. 


TANEDA'S 
THINGS. 


TM 
SORRY 
THINGS 
WERE SO 
HECTIC 

\ AT THE 
]\. FUNERAL. 


THANK 
YOU VERY I HOPE 
MUCH... 


WOULD 
YOU LIKE 
SOME? 


OH, , 
HERE, Le 
LET ME oN 

DO THAT. [>A 


This is It's I'm 

only the strange. eating with 
second time Taneda’s 
I’ve met him, dad. 

but | feel 

strangely 
comfortable 

with him. 


SO YOU 
DO THE 
COOKING? 


DEPRESSED, 
AND NOT 
DOING TOO 
WELL, YOU 
SEE... 


KNOW WHERE 
MY TEACUP 
WAS KEPT. 


IT MAY 
SOUND 
STRANGE, 
BUT WE'VE 
FINALLY 
BECOME 
MORE LIKE 
A FAMILY. 


SS 


SO WHEN 
I SAW NARUO 
AFTER SUCH 
A LONG TIME, 
I WAS MORE 
SURPRISED 
THAN SAD. 


BEFORE 
I KNEW 
IT, HE'D 
GROWN 
INTO A 

MAN. 


WE 
WERE 
NEVER 
REALLY 
CLOSE 
ASA 
FAMILY. Fe 


He has an 


air about him 
that’s just like 
Taneda. 


I'd have 
been more 
surprised if 
he’d grown 
into a 
woman. 


OF 
COURSE, 
IT’S ONLY 
NATURAL. 


HA HA. 
I 
REMEMBER 
Now. 


WHEN NAaRUO 
WAS A 
SENIOR IN 
HIGH SCHOOL, 
WE HAD A BIG 
ARGUMENT 

ABOUT HIS 
FUTURE. 


a 


/ 


OH, 
THAT'S 
NARUO'S. 


AND WHEN 
T FINALLY 
GOT HIM 

PINNED DOWN— 
IT WAS 
AROUND DAWN, 
I GUESS. 


“HOUIEVER... |) 


HE INSISTED 
HE WAS GOING 
TO TOKYO TO 
PURSUE MUSIC 
WHILE WORKING 


THADA ON THE SIDE. 


COMPLEX 
ABOUT ONLY 
GETTING AS 

FAR AS MIDDLE 
SCHOOL, SO 

T WANTED HIM 

T0 GO TO 

COLLEGE. 


I SAD 
TO HIM... 


|] “IF You 
GRADUATE FROM 
COLLEGE AND 
STILL WANT TO 
DO MUSIC, THEN 
YOU CAN DO WHAT 
YOU WANT. 


“IF 
YOURE 
GOING TO 


DO IT... 


I was 
PRETTY 
PROUD OF 
MYSELF 
HE'S FOR SAYING 
GOT THIS BUTI SOMETHING 
STRAIGHT- GUESS HE so 
|| FORWARD WAY TOOK ME FATHERLY... 
ABOUT HIM, SERIOUSLY. 
YOU SEE. ff 


wT THINK 
YOU AND 


Oue NARUO Ae 
HEADS fe 
JUST WORK 
FUNNY THAT 
Way. 


Throw) 
them 
way It 
if act| DOESN'T 
jon 

want, LOOK LIKE 


them! THERE'S 


VERY MUCH. 


BESIDES, 
I THINK 
THEY WANT 
TO STAY 


WITH YOU 
ALITTLE 


NaRUO’S | 
THINGS? 


LONGER. 


WHY 
ARE YOU 
APOLO- 
GIZING? 


THIS 
| MiGHT 


NEVER 
HAVE 
HAPPENED 
TO NARUO. 


AROUND 


THE END OF spy) 
all AUGUST, ; 
NARUO j 
a SURPRISED 


US WITH 4 
CALL. ue 


THEN, 

4) MAYBE 
ABOUT 

FIVE DAYS 


YOU'RE 


ABOUT MISTAKEN, 
WHAT HE'D MEIKO. 
SAID. 


HE SAID IT 
WAS BECAUSE 
HE'D “FOUND 
SOMETHING 
PRECIOUS 
IN TOKYO.” 


I 


JUST SAD, 
trwas = \ <= peau 
PROBABLY SO?" AND 
BECAUSE T THOUGHT, — HUNG UP. 
4 HE'S SURE 
ieee GOTTEN GOOD 


WITH WORDS.” 


IF YOU 
STILL FEEL 
UKE YOU'RE 
TO BLAME... 


I HOPE 
YOU'LL COME 
AND VISIT 
US SOME- 

TIME. 


PLEASE 
DON'T 

FORGET 
ABOUT 

NARUO. 


PERHAPS 
YOUR ROLE 
IN ALL 
THIS... 


..fo 


prove 
that 

Taneda 

existed... 


THE \ 
UNIVERSE... \alhs- 
Icw 
FEEL 
THE 
UNIVERSE! 


SEE YOU 
A MINUTE? 


WHAT 

IS IT, 

Sie? 

Your 

nipple’s ~ 
showing. L 
\ . 
‘ : } 

WN Zo. \ / 


TRUE, 
I'M GETTING 
OLDER. I CAN'T 


He asked me if 


IT COULD | was interested 
JUST BE A in giving up my 

ROUNDABOUT sales position 

WAY TO GET next spring and 


RID OF ME. moving to the 
Sendai head 


office. 


I 


WONDER 
IF IT CAN 
DEAL WITH AN 
OFFICE JOB 
AND A LONG- 

DISTANCE 
RELATION- 
SHIP... 


THE CITY 


IS JUST 
OVERFLOWING 
WITH 
PEOPLE. 
WONDER : 
HOW MANY OF aul i 
THEM CAN SAY : mY NS GF BUT 
THEY ARE pa Se TLL BET 
SINCERELY ALLOF || 
HAPPY. THEM HAVE 
PROBLEMS, 
BIG AND 


WELL, 
I'M NOT 
HAPPY, BUT 
I'M NOT 
UNHAPPY, 
I GUESS. 


vm 
your 
boyrriend,| 
gow 
know. 


OH, 
ae GROSS! 
LOOK 
UKE 


THAT. 


I 

RAN ALL 

THE WAY 
FROM 

MY JOB 

INTERVIEW.. 


SURE, \\ | 
WITH MY | HOU 
SUPER- DID IT Go? 
LATE 

ANYTHING 
SCENeS PROMISING..? 
ABILITY, IT | a 
WAS EXPLO-/ 


SIVE!! 


Lenn Renee!) = 


I 


YOU 
WERE SO rE 
OPPOSED YOUR ROUGH YOURE 
TO WORKING, EDGES HAVE JOB 
AND THEN ALL REALLY BEEN OE 
OFA SMOOTHED OUT, io 
SUDDEN... HAVEN'T THEY? 


OF COURSE, 
YOUVE ALWAYS 
BEEN TUBBY. 


HMM... 
TTS 
STRANGE. 


WHEN WE 
LOSE 
SOMETHING, 
I THINK WE 
GET AN URGE 
TO FIND 
SOMETHING 
ELSE TO FILL 
THE VOID. 


I CAN'T 
JUST STAND 
HERE DOING 
NOTHING WHEN 
THAT GUY 
IGNORED THE 
STOPLIGHT.... 


wlN HIS 
HURRY TO 
GET TO 
THE OTHER 
SIDE. 


OF 
COURSE... 


HE DIDN'T 


MAKE IT 


ACROSS. 


| UH OH... 


LETS 


4 TAKE 
ANOTHER 
THIS ROUTE! 
|) LIGHT IS 
LONG. 


OH... 

MY LUNCH 
BREAK WILL 
BE OVER 
IN FVE 
MINUTES... 


I MEAN— 
HEY, ARE 
YOU GOING 
TO MAKE 
IT BACK IN 
TIME? 


. until 
| 
finally 
gave 


He 
kept 
after 
me to 


inand go out 


started 
dating 


him. 


I'M NOT 
TALKING 


Kato is 
always 
Kato. 


with 
him. 


ISN'T 


THIS THE 


LONG WAY 


AROUND?! 


HEY... 
KATO! 


ARE YOU 
REALLY 
SURE?! 


Sometimes 
| wonder... 


...what do 
| like about 


this dumpy, 
indecisive 
guy? 


DOESN'T 


’ DO YOU MEAN THAT 
REALLY THINK FILLING THE 
THE BAND CAN'T VOID WITH A 

2 GO ON WITHOUT JOB IS THE 
bey TANEDA..? __\ RIGHT MOVE... 


...l wonder As we go 
if we aren’t round in 
slowly losing circles like 

our selves. 


WASN'T 
THERE 
SOMETHING \) 
YOU WANTED ANYUlay? 
3, TO TELL 

ME? 


This isn’t 
what | 

wanted 

to say. 


IM 
{ AWFULLY \] 
SORRY, || 
BUT I'VE 
GOT TO 
RUN. | | 


a 


TLL 
CALL YOU 
WHEN I'M 

: DONE WITH 

That's WORK. 


all | 
can say 
now. 


| 
wonder 
what 
happiness 
is. 


HMM, 


L 
DON'T 
UNDER- 

STAND 
GIRLS AT 
ALL. 


ITs 
PROBABLY 
LOVE... 


YEAH, 

wHy WELL.. 

DID MEIKO 

ASK BOTH 
OF US 
HERE? 


YOU DOING 
ONA 
BICYCLE, 
DRESSED 


Qawwi}s 4 
ANS af 


SUCH 
IDIOTS. 


THESE 
GUYS ARE 


PLEASE 
LET ME 
JOIN YOUR 
BAND... 


WHY 
THE 
BAND..? 


BUT YOU 
CAN'T PLAY 
THE GUITAR, 

CAN YOU? 


\ 


I'M 
REALLY 
SERIOUS 
ABOUT 
THIS. 


WE 
EXPECT 
ALOT 
f) FROM OUR 
GUITARIST 
AND 
VOCALIST, 
YOU KNOW. 


USTEN, 
MEIKO... 


WHAT 
WOULD 
YOUVE 


RESERVED 
THE 
STUDIO. 


OUTPUT 


Teor | 


quolizer 


FROM THE 
RIGHT— 
va nA OVERDRIVE, 
suo bd CHORUS, 
AD OFF BY G00 Fis OR DELAY, 
“stermle J\ Equauizee.. 
STEPPING | 
ON THE 
ACTUATOR... 


ELECTROSHARMONIX | | 


WELL, 
YOU CAN 
THEY’eeE LEARN ABOUT 
SET WHERE THE DIFFERENT 
TANEDA USED EFFECTS BY 


THEM LAST, TRYING THEM 
So YOU OUT. 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE TO 
CHANGE THE 


Ne 
Sy Ee, 


BROUGHT 
MY OWN 


SHOULD'VE |, 


BASS FROM 


THIS IS 
THE AMP. 


YOU CAN 


] CHANGE THE 


SO GO AHEAD AND 
TRY OUT THE 
DIFFERENT 


DRUMS. 


BEHIND MY 


Ler’s See... 


Middle, and 
Tre... 


Master, Bass, 


GoTso |i ip =~S*S*~*S ABSOLUTELY 


UH... 
MEIKO! 


vue 


WAS 
EXACTLY 


THE SAME a 


As 
TANEDA'S. 


¥ 


NAH, 
IT WAS 
PROBABLY 
JUST A 
COWNCIDENCE, 


vm 
gonna 
Pukey «| REALLY?! 
[gorma| REALLY?! 
puke HI 


~ ~ 
Ih J 
\ 


\ 


YOU NEED 
MORE THAN 
A FEELING 
TO MAKE A 

BAND A 
SUCCESS. 


WE'D 
BETTER 
PRACTICE VW. ~ 
TILL WE 
Deop!! 


| WHADDAYA 
THINK, 
MASTER 
KATO? 

How!'D IT GO 
TODAY? 


WHAT'S 
THE 
MATTER, 
RIP? WHY 
THE LONG 
FACE? 
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OVER FOR 
TANEDA? 


YOU STILL 
WANT TO 
GO ON 
BEATING 
ON YOUR 
DRUMS, 
RIGHT? 


DON'T 
TRY TO 
FIND THE 
LOGIC IN 
WHAT YOU 
LIKE. 


I CAN 
ONLY ASSUME 
THAT GOD IS 
TELLING ME 
NOT TO 
WORK. 


9 
WHO'S 
THIS 
CREATURE 
THAT 


A BEETLE 
LARVAE? 


HMM..? | 


LOOKS LIKE [~ 


XS 


Going with 
the flow, 
| cast about 
for jobs 
at 20 
companies, 
but... 


..there’s 
still no 
sign of a 


nibble. 


by 
Apel > 


Rey, Cag 


24, 


vr 
vrr 
yer | 


IF I 
WERE THE 
INTERVIEWER, 
No way 
WOULD T 
HIRE A GUY 
UKE THIS... 


HELLO? 


THE 
KATO 
WHO'S FAT 
AND DiRTY- 
LOOKING..? j 


Why do 
| feel 

like | can’t | 

be really 


happy? 


HE 
HASN'T 
BEEN AT 


SCHOOL 
WHAT'S INA 
WRONG WHILE... 
WITH 
KATO? 


IT's 
BEEN A 
LONG TIME, 
KATO. 


(NAMES 
AYUKAUWIA. 


THOUGHT 
YOU WERE  THISIS 
ONEOF  REALLYA 


IVE THOSE SURPRISE... 
EVEN STUDENTS 
FORMED WHO'D QUIT va 
A BAND, AFTER SIX 4 
AND WE'VE MONTHS. 
PLAYED 


GIGS. 


‘ I GUESS 7 
WHEN YOU'RE 
YOUNG, 
YOU CAN 
STILL 
CHANGE... 


AS SOONAS 
THEY HEARD Our | 
BAND WAS CLOSE 
TO ACD DEBUT, 
THEY STARTED 
HANGING AROUND. F- 


a aS 
WE PLACED 
WN THIS 
RECORDING 
Sonar COMPANY'S 
NEW TALENT 
COMPETITION. 
WE'RE IN fs 
DISCUSSIONS 
WITH ONE ~z 
OF THEIe . 
\ REPS RIGHT 
NOU. 


WHAT? 
“DOA ARE You 
APAGLL\ CRYING?! 


THIS 
ISN'T 
ANYTHING 
TO CRY 
ABOUT! 


AREN'T 
YOU THE 
ONE WHO 

TOLD 

ME TO 
JUST DO 
WHAT I 
COULD? 


KATO, 
WOULD YOU 
DO ME A 
FAVOR?! 


a 


TLL 

DO 
ANYTHING 
ERomTIc!! 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 
GREAT 
ABOUT 
THIS. 


HMM... 


= —— awa —— GUITAR 4 
Z = MUSIC IS 
—_ - i ee oa SO HARD 
a —— TO READ... 
2 = = 
{2s 2346 + 
234 Ta tes 


LET ME 
PRACTICE 
4 SOMETHING 
A LITTLE 
EASIER... 


It 


suddenly 
TANEDA'S | got cold in 
DIARY... November, 


so | took my 
space heater | | 
out of the | 


(Syne 


Pos co wate cane a8 
wer Xo MAR 
Warvestas 
Sane asyesatay. 
enestay 
Wo 
PA ayanstes 
| think 
about it, con't © HE'S 
‘d forgotten | <tick t°\., JUST 
how hot it Jonstina" UKE 
/ was this ME. 
--and Bete summer... CC», S 
winter is 
coming on, 
just like a 


always. 


X gepremve? 


\ 


gha9 
“— \\none? geding, ound 


wy nsues- 


Wee raring, ge korvorwor 


ea 


\e\ 2d done tris hen, (FL could vet ko wen. On the 
...were th : 4a -s sppente 
“d e re vi om the 
lyrics t Got es wy 
Msolanin,” as Qrvesie9 8 ae bad 
thouglt he'd He wel vinerever YOU axe | we were still 
een tryi 3 
inca \ too will stay alive teal 
some feeling. G bss 
OOd- Dye re 
Tyeanesd2! 


...but now 
| wonder 
if it was 
a song 
about parting 
with the 
person 
he'd been. 


I’m 
going to 
master the 
guitar. 


| had 
thought 
it was a 
song about 
lovers 
parting... 


ALWE 
CONCERT 
? 


IT 
WOULDN'T 
BE COOL TO 
HAVE ONE 
OF THE 

COPYCAT 


BANDS FROM 


SCHOOL, gx 
RIGHT?! AY 


IVE 
BEEN 
LOOKING 
FOR A BAND 
TO APPEAR 
WITH US. 


SOMEONE ‘¥t 
FROMTHE \V 
RECORDING |. 
COMPANY'S 
COMING TO 

SEE OUR 

NEXT LIVE 

CONCERT. / 


IL 


4%" 
ar ie Ma 


PTA 


ITs 
STARTING 
TO SOUND 
UKE A 


REALLY?! 


WHAT..? 


OF / 
COURSE, 
WE'D ust |\ =~ 
BE THE 
"er Ae THERE'S 
: ee, a THIS CHICK 
ras . AT SCHOOL 
WITH SET = anes 
W szcae oun, pss SHE ASKED \f WORKING 
WE'D HAVE 25 Ye, he Pa HD 9 
| MINUTES. ; - 
THAT'S ONLY PLAY WITH ‘ 
ENOUGH THEM. 
FOR THREE 
TB > SONGS, 
‘ AND WE 
subat ONLY HAVE 
a 4 MONTH 
TILL THE 
waar CONCERT! 
DO YOU 
THINK? 
WELL... 
NO WAY 
CAN WE 
DO Ir. 


li 


“SOLANIN” 


cana 
beginner 
like me 
manage a 
concert? 


tes live 
something never,been: 
lid never have comfortable 
thoughtfabout, inffrontyo 
ssixtmonths: a] bunchfof, 
igo peoplevlet, 
‘alonejonta 

stage™ 


I'm 
getting 
nervous 
already. 


MOM... 


THIS IS 
MORE THAN 
1 CAN EAT 
BY MYSELF. 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW) THAT, 
RIGHT..? 


GUESS I 
HAVEN'T 
TOLD HER 
YET... 


\| FAIL. TLL BE 
THERE TO 
SEE YOU. 


ACTUALLY, 
I WANT YOU 
TO TEACH ME 
TO PLAY THE 
GUITAR. 


THINK... 


«THE BEST 
THING TO 
DO IS TO 

PLAY IT WITH 

STYLE. 


GOING TO BE 
GUITARIST/ 
VOCALIST 

IN ALIVE 
_) CONCERT? 


THE 
REST 
aLyou PEnMe 
HAVE TO DO ! 
IS GWE IT 
YOUR ALL 
AND PLAY 
LIKE YOU 


MEAN IT. 


NOT, YOU CAN THEORY... 


SOUNDS OUT > 
OF A GUITAR. é 


OR KNOW 


BEAUTIFUL NOTHING 
CHOeD oe ABOUT MUSIC 


GET GREAT 


«THAT'S WHAT 
I LOVE ABOUT 
THE GUITAR. 


TOA 


MAYBE 


I'M BEING 


OVER- 


DRAMATIC, 


THIS IS AN 
| INSTRUMENT 
THAT GIVES LIFE 


PLAYER'S 


FEELINGS, USING 
THE STRINGS, 
PICKUPS AND 


AMP. 


BUT... 


ANYBODY 
WHO LOVES 
THE GUITAR 

CAN PLAY 


Z|. THE 


I ORGAN 
CAN'T = UNTILT 


q ELECTONE| 


SN 


BY 
HAVE THE 
YOU 
TAKEN ANY 


ANYWAY !! 


/ THAT's A 


GUITAR 
LOVER FoR 
YOU. YOU 
EXPLAIN 
IT WELL. 


BUT 


WHEN MY 
OTHER 
UNTALENTED 
FRIENDS ‘ 

AND I GOT ‘| COULDN'T DO 
TOGETHER ANYTHING 
WITH SOME WELL, AND 

INSTRUMENTS. THAD NO 
BS y GOALS. £ 


GOT 
TOGETHER 
AND MADE... 


wlNFINITY. 


WAS YAl- 
THAT ME - 
BABBLING ye / 

acanz, = YAW 


HMM... FAG 


HAS HE 
| always 
L| BEEN LIKE 
\ THIS..? 


We ouiss | 
NZ NN INOUE!! 


AY 


ag 


YES? 


LOVE YOU, 
MISS 
INOUE. 


IAM 


SERIOUS 
ABOUT 
THIS, YOU 
KNOW?! 


HEY, 
WHY 
ARE YOU 
LAUGHING?! 


HA 
HA 
HA 


IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE, 

I DOWT 
EVEN KNOW 
IF YOU 
HAVE A 


BOYFRIEND | 


OR NOT... 


I JUST 
SUDDENLY 
HAD TO SAY 
IT..BUT I'M 
NOT ASKING 
YOU OUT OR 
ANYTHING... 


JUST THAT 

I THOUGHT, 

“GEE, HE'S 
YOUNG..” 


] I DON'T 
HAVE A 
BOY- 
I DON'T FRIEND, 
FEEL LIKE Bur. 
GOING OUT 
WITH 
ANYBODY 
RIGHT 
NoUI. 
WHY 
NOT..? 
IM 
WILLING TO 
LUSTEN IF 
aime: YOU WANT 
4 TIME FOR Ce 
J Your BAND || = 
PRACTICE? || 


OH : 
330 


No! 


i j IF YOU OH, MISS 
PLAY OUT IN AND... INOUE, WHY 
FRONT OF DON'T WE 
THE STATION a. TALK OVER 
YOU'LL GET . DINNER 
OH... Read TO el NEXT 
INGING FOR ' 
THAT wer TIME?! 


.-but 
actually it 
was all | 

could do to 

avoid his {é ) 

forthright i 
gaze. 


Whenever 
| looked at 
that 18- 

year-old, 
| couldn’t 
help but 
remember 
Taneda when | 
first met him. 


.l could 
go back 

to those 
days. 


| 

have the 
vague 

thought... 


..and 


got on 

a train 
bound for 
Shinjuku. 


The 
next day, 
| pulled 
outa 
dusty 
acoustic 
guitar from 
my closet... 


..and | ...| was Outside ..-but it The 
stood struck once the slowly got midday 
frozen again by the __ station... filled as we train was 
for masses of drew closer empty... 
minute. _ people, things, to the city. 
and information... 


Everything Happy ..and ..and ..and There 
seemedto __ things people. cars streets... were 
existina and sad rushing... buildings... 
miraculous _ things. 
balance. 


| realized | felt like 
that I’m not | could easily 
as spunky as be swallowed 
| was before. up by the 
energy 


of the city. 


«| feel . here But | t's 
know tough for 


in this as | 
city... am that. anyone to 
now... live their 
ife. 


powerless. 


to ..l was .-until Now 


survive... doing my six that | 
best... months think 

ago... about 
ies 


| can’t 
live like 
this... 


...forever. 


I MEAN, 


y I POSSIBLY 
JUST START 
SINGING IN 


OF THE 
STREET?! 


HOW COULD | 
| COME BACK 


THE MDDLE | 


IN 
I'VE THE 
HOME 
WITHOUT 
EVER TAKING 
IT OUT 
OF ITS 


CASE. 


WHERE'S 
YOUR 


ARE MOTHER? 
YOU 
Lost? 
ce WHAT 
= | ABOUT YOU? 
WHAT ARE // 
YOU DOING \\ 


HERE? 


HMM... 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 

HERE? 


NO. 


IVE aes 
BEEN % 
HERE ALL 


ALONG. 


THAT'S 
RIGHT. 


i 


a 


WELL. 
PLAY 
SOMETHING, I va 
tf 
WILL You?! eo 


SAY THAT. 


BUTI 
WANT YOU 
| TO LISTEN 
CAREFULLY, 
Now. =f 


ALL 
RIGHT 


But... 


7 


amazep! MEIIIKO. 
YOUVE 
REALLY 
GOTTEN 
GooD!! 


| just wl think 


wif | can 
have this | can 


pull off 
feeling. turn my that live 
life concert two 
around. weeks from 
now... 
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BUT 
SOMEONE 
LIKE THAT 

IS TRULY 

RARE. 


ihe” 


FOR 
EXAMPLE, 
KURT COBAIN 
KILLED 
HIMSELF AT 
27 AND 
BECAME A 


PEOPLE 
ALL DE 
OWE DAY AND 
VAMSH AS IF 
THEY D NEVER 


WHAT 
REALLY 
MAKES ME 
SUFFER... 


I Was 
JUST AN J 
AVERAGE 

GUY... 
WHO 
KEPT 
WORRYING 
AND 


\ \) SUFFERING, 
‘ war ALWAYS 
\ LAUGHING. 


ALWAYS 
THOUGHT 
I WASWT 

AFRAID 


your \ Be 
PAN AND \iRssiag NO ONE 
SUFFERNG \y" IS AFRAID 


ISOVERIN tee OF DEATH 
AN INSTANT. ; limi, SELF. 


dS 
SEEING 
YOU CRYNG 


FROM 
THE 
DARKNESS 
OF THE 
MILKY WAY. 


you! 
DON'T 
COME IN 
HERE 
WITHOUT 
KNOCKING// 


AARGH..// 


IF 
UH.. 
SOMEONE 
oversLeeps 1 KEPT 
AND IS LATE CALLING, 
FoRFWAL BUT YOU 
REHEARSALS, NEVER 
HE'S ASKING ANSWERED, 
TO GET SO... 
BEATEN 


UP. 


I 
SUPPOSE 
I 
SHOULDN'T 
BE ASKING 
YOU, BUT... 


SORRY... 


- 
) 


WELL, 


SORRY. 


ITs 
JUST... 
OF 3 WHEN 
4, COURSE YOU WERE 
noe - ASLEEP 
aien EARLIER... 
IT. 
YOU 
SEEMED 
TO BE 
HAVING A 
BAD DREAM. 


NOW 

T THINK 
THAT IT’S 
NO GOOD 


JUST BEING 


SAD. 


I MEAN, 
WHAT'S 
THE USE 
IN DYING 
IN SUCH 
A PITIFUL 
Way? 


I THINK 


HE WAS SO 


SELFISH/! 


AND T 
THINK, 
“WHAT AN 


wiot.f | 


AND 
EACH TIME, 
I CANT 


STOP 
CRYING. 


THIS IS 
GOING TO 
BE THE 
LAST DAY 
IDO 
THAT. 


\ 
A 
oo Be 
i lj 
( jens || 
y 
Se Prag” | 


YOURE 

A GOOD 
GUY, AREN'T 
YOU? 


HEY../ 
THIS ISN'T 
ALL MY 
FAULT, 
IS IT?! 


YOURE 
GONNA 
GET 
YOURSELF 
SKINNED 
ALIVE!! 


HEY... 
RIP..? 


wort q as 
YOURE: labour PTR THIS IS THE VP si 
RIGHT!! | him! PONT Gah 7 LAST DAY ae 
YOURE BEFORE THE spel 
RIGHT! A A CONCERT. 50 ou 
J: PUT YOUR aus 
arf WHOLE HEART If 
Sy WTO THIS! 


“SOLANIN.” 


| 


EXACTLY!/ 


eta 


SEE YOU 


wg 


P 


==) THAT'S 
‘iy Soop. 


YOU 

MEAN 
THIS IS 
IT FoR 
REHEARSAL? 


LET'S 
HEAR THE 
GUITAR 

NEXT. 


WELL, 
SINCE 
THEY'RE 
LETTING 
US PLAY 
HERE... 


wT 
THOUGHT 
I'D BETTER 1] 

MAN THE 


IT MUST 
BE TOUGH 
WORKING 
IN THIS 


OF 


7 COURSE. 
THIS IS THE 
FIRST TIME 
SHE'LL BE 

STANDING 

ON A 
OOPS. 

Bae STAGE. 
GET GONG ? A 
TOO. — 


AND 
REFUSES 
TO COME 
OUT OF THE 
BATHROOM. 


HUH? 


THANKS. 


Vil... 


/ 
T's MEIKO..! 
~| ABOUT TO 


DID YOU 
HAVE A 
\ LOOK AT 
OF THE CROWD? 
COURSE, IT'S PRETTY 
THEY'RE ALL FULL. 
? HERE FOR 
IN #3 AYUKAWA. 
Bear | THEY'RE MOSTLY 
‘ STUDENTS. 
No Way 
IS THIS OUR 


AFTER ALL, 
IT'S BEEN 


NEARLY TWO 


\ OUR FAREWELL 


CONCERT... 


) 


years swee | 


D 


MAKE FUN 
OF THEM 


WHAT, 
YOU STILL 
HANGING ON 
TO YOUR OLD 


THERE'D 
BE THESE 
OLD DUDES 
WITH 
EXPENSIVE 
INSTRUMENTS 
WHO'D COME 


\ To THE STUDIO == 


TO 
TELL YOU 
THE TRUTH, 
I THOUGHT 
I'D NEVER 
PERFORM LIVE | 
AGAIN. 


7 AWHILE 
BACK AT THE 
DRUGSTORE, 

YOU ASKED ME, 
. “ARE YOU 
Bas SATISFIED 
Tune ‘WITH Your 


UFE |S?” 
REMEMBER? 


WELL, 

I GET 
ALUTTLE 
NERVOUS 

TOO. 


SOME 
REASON, 
I'M REALLY 
HAPPY 
TODAY. 


HAVE 

YOU 

BEEN 
DRINKING?! 


THIS 
IS THE 
RECORDING 
COMPANY 
GUY IVE 
BEEN 
TALKING 


LET ME 
INTRODUCE 
YOU. 


IS 
THAT GUY 
WITH THE 
GLASSES 
WITH THE 
BAND 
ANYMORE? // 


BAND HAS 
ITS STORY, 
I SUPPOSE. 


IVE BEEN 
SEARCHING 
THE COUNTRY 
LIKE THIS, 
LOOKING 
FOR REALLY 
~\ GooD BANDS. 


THOUGHT 
THINGS 
OVER 
SINCE 
THEN. 


TLL MAKE 
SURE TO PAY 
ATTENTION 
TO YOUR 
BAND 
TONIGHT. 


WELL... 


THE OFFICE 
HAS TAKEN 

A NOSE- 
DIVE. 


LET'S 
Get our OKAY. J HEY, 


THE CUT'S 
THERE AND 
beat ah COMPLETELY 


WHAT WEVE 


RIGHT!! 


Er 


couldn't 
see 
anything, 
and my 
mind was 


a blank. 


| never 
knew how 
blinding a 
spotlight 
was. 


| 
couldn’t 
see the 
audience's 
faces at 
all. 


MEIKO..!/ 


This is 
where 
Taneda was 
trying to 
get something 
across. 


alone... 


1 
: 


MEIKO!! 


Es 


Wa 


LET'S 
GET 
STARTED. 


WELL BE 
RIGHT HERE 
BACKING 
YOU UP. 


JUST . 
GWE IT é 
YOUR ty 
ALL. \ 
Sal 


DON'T 
WoRRY 
ABOUT 

FAILING. 


MEIKO... 


Is ‘*) (4 : 
ROTN ge 
STILL a  & 
PLAYING?! 


YEAH... 

I THINK 

THEY'RE 

PROBABLY 

ON THEIR 
LAST 

NUMBER. 


OOH! 
I BARELY 
MADE 


f y, ITH 


6 


im 
ANY) 
Wy 


Today, 

| played 
the guitar 
and | sang. 


..and | ..-but | Maybe 

probably i couldn’t it was 
played hear any because 
like a cracking... other of my 

hot mess, sounds crashing 
but... at all. heartbeat... 


know last song, 
I sang “solanin”... 
it right. 


...sometimes That ..without What am 
enters thought... evena | doing 
my mind... job? in Tokyo... 


...but a day 
like this 
is nice 
to have 
...sometimes. 


The 
song... 


wellS 
over. 


mae 


SO THIS IS 
HOW YOUNG 
MEN BECOME 
CORRUPTED 

BY THE 
POISON OF 
DEGENERATE 
, GROWN-UPS, 


IT'S TOO 
EARLY TO 
60 TO 
SLEEP!/ 


YOURE A 

FRESHMAN, 

ARENT 
YOU? 


i] YOURE A 


COLLEGE UM... 


STUDENT, 
YOL HAVE TO 
JOIN A CLUB 

AN? HAVE ALL 


THE FUN YOU 


CAN, RIGHT?, 


ARE YOU 
INTERESTED 
IN MUSIC? 


2 in 
yo Wi) | HAVE You 
) DECIDED | 
® “| WHAT CLUB OY 
TO JOIN?! | 
q L UH... 


GAY... 
\ LISTEN. 


LS THO 
WHERE I’M 
SUPPOSED 

TO COME 
TO CHECK 


m | IMA 
I’M MEIKO . 
INOUE OF A ay FRESHMAN 
THE INTER- 1 
NATIONAL 
LANGUAGES 
DEPARTMENT. 


YAMAVA. \ i — i | WHAT?! 
"YAMA" OF : : OH, I'M 
YAMAPA ANP a SORRY!! 
"QA" OF 1 \ . : 

YAMAPA. 


YH... 
THIP 
GUYS A 
WE'RE —FRESH- 
THINKING =MAN 
OF TOO. 
STARTING 
A BAN? 
TOGETHER. 


MY 
NAME’S 
TANEPA. 


YOU DON'T 

LOOK LIKE A 
YAMADA. 

MORE LIKE A 

_)\ JOHNNY OK 

\ A BONNY... 


NO, NO. 
UST CALL 
ME BY 

; MY REAL 
oof NAME! 


OH...// 
90 YOU 
CAME, 
MEIKO! 


Hi, 
KOTANI! 


YOU'VE 
OME AT 

E\ THE RIGHT 

a TIME. 


YOu 
WANT TO 
TRY OUT 

AGA 
VOCALIST, 

RIGHT? 


MI 
Bur YESY. 


LOON'T 
HAVE ANY 
BAND 
EXPERIENCE 


OR 
ANYTHING 


NO 6007. 
SHE JUST 
TURNED 
ME OWN, 


FAST! 


WITH 
{THOSE 
HOW THREE, 
MAN... ABOUT = WE HAVE 
AIG TRYING A GUITAR, 
SUPER |\ OUTWITH ABASS 
CUTE... |\ THEM? AN? A 
/RUMMER ... 


Ir’s no Ab v \ 
hi Fa 
ee ih: ee ee 


KEY | RISE uP 
: AGAIN ANP 
(J “YU AGAIN! 


IVE 
NEVER 
DONE ANY 
SINGING 
EITHER... 


WE'LL 
90 JUST 
JUST PLAY 


SING WHAT- 

SOME- EVER. 
bk THING LIKE 

Do f 


TANEPA... 


YOU WANT 
TO TRY 
SINGING? 


PRETTY 
6007. 


AT ONCE, 
THEY'LL OMLY 
60 BAP... 


SS 


" A Ts KNOW 
: 2 - THAT! I WILL 
ail OFX) Nor cer 
LURED AWAY 
BY ANYONE 
IDONT 
KNOW! 


/ ToKYO'S ~IMIB 
| PROBABLY YEARS 
nor Ag = OL, 
SCARY A = YOU 
PLACE AS KNOW! 
\ YOU THINK 
\ TIS, 
MOM. 


\ | \4 I’M 
\| NOT 
LONELY... 


zi 


4 


‘Man, you're 
So ate really 
gow. something. 


MEIKO, 
WILL YOU 
GOFOR A 

WALK WITH 
ME? 


HA 
HAHA. 
HOW 
\ CHILDISH... F= 


THERE 
WAS A BAN? 
I FELL IN 
LOVE WITH 
IN HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


OW... 
A TOY 
VENDING 
MACHINE. 
LT LOVE 
THESE. 


WHAT 
ARE 
THESE? 


WHY? 
BACK THEN, Ng YOU 
IWAS 90 START 
BORED EVERY PLAYING 
DAY. IWAS THE GUITAR, 
PITIFULLY TANEDA? 
GLOOMY. e 


WHENEVER 
I PLAYED 
THE GUITAR, 
I FELT 
INVINCIBLE!/ 


wl KNOW 
THERE MUST BE 

SOMETHING 
PRECIOUS =|! 

THAT’S OUT THERE. 


WHAT IV 

LIKE TO 
BELIEVE, 
ANYWAY. RRS 


wud HAVE A 
FEELING THAT 
I CAN CHANGE 

THE WORL?, 

EVEN IF IT'S 
OMLY A LITTLE. 


ITG6OT 
TO BE 50 


MUCH FLN. 


THAT GOT 
ME STARTED \~ 
ANP I WENT 
AN? BOLIGKT 
AN EXPENSIVE 
VINTAGE 
GUITAR. 


I PLAYED 
LIKE CRAZY 
EVERY DAY. 


UST 
LIVING 
19 HAKO 
FOR MOST 
PEOPLE. 


THE WORL? 
19 90 FULL 
OF STUFF 
THAT IT’S 
CONFUSING, 
BUT... 


IF I KEEP 
PLAYING | 

MUSIC ANP 

BELIEVING 

IN THAT... 


wJF IT END UP 


= SITTING IN A 
TH, COMMUTER 
Wioul7 bE TRAIN, PULL 
A LAUGH. NO, EYED ANP 
I GUESS I THINKING, “I 
WOULEN'T WAS YOUNG 
BE LAUGHING. ONCE”... 


YOU WHAT 


WANT TO ABOUT 

JOINA You? 
Dee BANP, 
DONT 
of YOU? 


LUST 
WANTED 
TO TRY 
SOMETHING 


IM 
ALWAYS 
HALF-AS9EV 
ABOUT 
WHATEVER 


LIV0. 


THAT'S 
WHY I'M 
THINKING 
OF QUITTING 
THE CLUB. 


WHAT?! ‘ehh 


IMA HMM... 
| LITTLE 
wees| WOKKIED. REALLY...? 
I 
WONDER 
IFICAN 
MANAGE. 


wud WE 
STICK 
TOGETHER, 
WE CAN 
WORK 
THINGS 
OUT. 


DONT 
YOU EVER 
LET 60 
OF MEL! 


IT 
JUST 
DOESN'T 
FEEL RIGHT, 
STAYING ON | 
AT MY JOB 
Now). 


JUST 
QUIT YOUR 
JOB. 


MAYBE T 
SHOULD'VE 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT? | 
HE'S crazy |_| 


ABOUT 
YOU. 


Rg 


I DIDWT 


DECIDE TO 


STAY IN 
TOKYO 
BECAUSE 
OF HIM// 


TAKEN 
THAT OFFER 
OF AN OFFICE 
JOB IN 
SENDAI... 


5 BUT WHAT 
“OH, WELL.. REALLY 

SHALL T PISSES ME 
MARRY YOU, OFF IS 
THEN?" KATO'S 

HE SAYS. CONCEIT! 


) 
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MR. SAEKI 
ASKED ME 
AGAIN 
YESTERDAY 
IF ROT 
HAS 
PERFORMED 
LATELY. 


MISS 
INOUE... 
YOURE 

NOT DOING 
ANY MORE 
LIVE 
CONCERTS?/ 


HMM... 
MAYBE 
SOMEDAY, 
IF I FEEL 
UKE IT... 


HE'S GOT 
THIS MONTH'S 
RECORD FOR 
BEING LATE 
AT HIS COMPANY. 
HELL GET 
FIRED SOON!! 


I CAN'T WRITE 


WELL... 


I'M JUST 
A BEGINNER, 
AND BESIDES, 


SONGS... 


HE SEEMS 
TO BE 
PRETTY 

INTERESTED 
IN YOU 
GUYS. 


beginning 


to smell 
like 


summer. 


gradually gone by believe it’s 
it’s... so been six 
quickly. months since 
that live 


Outside...  Time’s | can’t 


concert... 


...somehow 
or other, 
we've been 
managing 
to practice 
in the 
studio twice 
a month. 


As for 
how 
everyone’s 
doing... 
We all 
seem a 
little busier 
than before, 
but we 
haven't 
really 
changed 
much. 


BET YOU 
WON'T BE 
ABLE TO 
STAND IT, 
AND YOU'LL 
QUIT AGAIN. 


...for a I'll be As for 
small starting me... 
company work 
in the city. again next 
month... 


ai 

HANDLE 
IT 

| \ SOMEHOW. 


This 
apartment 
|| was just 
too big 
for me. 


| decided 
to move 
across the 
river, into 
a one-room 
apartment. 


| chose 
it simply 
because the 
express stops 
at the nearby 
station, and 
it would 
be a little 
more 
convenient. 


It’s a 

|jneighborhood 
| know 

absolutely 
nothing 
about. 


I'ma 
little 
nervous, 


but... 


THANKS, 
EVERYBODY, 
FOR HELPING 

ME TODAY. 


HUNDRED 
MILLION 
YEN. 


THANKS. 


WHY 
ARE YOU 
REPEATING 
YOURSELF? 


..and there ...and the The 
were lovers Odakyu line weather 
paddling boats was running was pretty 
on the Tama as usual... nice today... 

River. 


| thought But it’s hard Many There’s a 
it would to believe that people war being 
be nice if it kind of thing is are fought 
went on happening when being somewhere 
forever... you look at this killed. today. 
peaceful scene. 


AND SO 
WE KEEP 
GETTING 
OLDER AND 
OLDER... 


| feel wif | said 
a little something 
like | have like that. SUMMER?!/ 
to apologize. YOUVE 
° JUMPED THE 
GUN A LITTLE 
THIS YEAR. 


..today, | .even if 
think I'll there comes 


be satisfied 
if | can be 
together with 
everyone until 
then. 


a day when 
I can no 
longer see 
this scene... 


WHY DO 
YOU HAVE 
ANYTHING 
TO SAY 
ABOUT 
ir?! 


4 


LATIVE BASS | | 


OKAY THEN, 
ISNT IT 

ABOUT TIME 

WE DECIDE 
HOW TO 
SPEND 
KATO'S 
Bonus? / 


SHALL WE? 
MY SUPER- 


WILL 
EXPLODE 

WITH 
FLAMES. 
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AFTERWORD 


drew solanin when was about years old had just graduated from college 
and was feeling a bit insecure about my ability to succeed as a manga artist 
and whether would be able to continue to draw manga that were true fo 
myself n my anxiety and impatience felt that all could do in my manga was 
try fo get a true depiction of the times as experienced by my generation 


overs friends money jobs a society with an unclear future one’s own pride 
Writhing in these multiple entangling factors perhaps they are unable to draw any 
conclusions erhaps this instant-now-is just a small part of their futile daily lives 
The only thing that's certain is that they can never return to the days gone by 


There's nothing cool about these characters They're just your average — somethings who 
blend into the backdrop of the city ut the most important messages in our lives dont 
come from musicians on stage or stars on television They come from the average people 
all around you the ones who are just feet from where you stand That's what believe 
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solanin: an epilogue 


story & art by inio asano 


Awaiting Spring 


Awaiting Spring 


IT'S NOT 
EVEN 30 
TVE ALWAYS J me re 
WANTED TO ‘ 
Fprcllepate SHINJUKU. 


THAT'S THE 
FIRST IVE 


MONEY, WE 
SHOULD FIND 
A PLACE IN 
SETAGAYA 
OR SOME- 
WHERE. 


ft Now, 
T THIS iy 
i APARTMENT 
ISN AN 
ESTABLISHED 
BUILDING WITH 
BUT IT'S WOODEN 
ALSO BEEN — CONSTRUC- 
EMPTY, AND I TION. 
BELIEVE THE 
LANDLORD WILL 
BE WILLING TO 
NEGOTIATE ON 


THE RENT. 


Bs 
MX 
¥Nh 
THERE 
AREN'T MANY 
APARTMENT 
AND YOU BUILDINGS IN 
ALSO NEED — THIS AREA. 
TO TAKE NTO 
CONSIDERATION 
THAT IT'S PAST 
THE MOVE-IN 
SEASON. 


BY THE 
WAY, IS 
THIS YOUR 
GIRLFRIEND? 


IN THE 
SPRINGTIME, 
YOU CAN 
SEE CHERRY 
BLOSSOMS 
FROM THE 
BALCONY! 


OH, 
AND I 
SHOULD 
ALSO 
MENTION... 


NI 


ITIS. 
WOULD 
ONLY ONE 


PREVIOUS 
TENANT WAS AN 
OFFICE LADY 


WHO LIVED 


ALONE. 


wT THINK 
THIS IS THE 
PLACE. 


THERE'S 

NO NEED 

TO RUSH 
WTO IT. 


WEEELL. 


THINK THIS 
PLACE IS 
MORE THAN 
BIG ENOUGH 
FOR ONE 
PERSON. 


IGET 
THE 
FEEUNG 
THIS PLACE 
IS FREEZING 

W THE 
WINTER. | 


YOURE 
SENSITIVE 
TO THE 
COLD. WON'T 
THAT BE 
TOUGH FOR 

YOu? 


WHAT'RE 
YOU 
DOING? 


IMAGINING. 


OH, I 

KNOW 

WHAT 
THAT IS. 
ITS FoR 


EVENTUALLY, 
THEY SPLIT 
UP. AND SHE 
WAS SO GRIEF 
STRICKEN SHE 
LEFT THE 


\ SOMETHING 


YOU GRADU- 
ATED FROM A 
GOOD SCHOOL, 
GOT A JOB OFFER 
RIGHT OFF THE 
BAT AND ALL YOUR 
DREAMS HAVE 
COME TRUE. YOU 
‘\, WOULDN'T UN- 


MAYBE 


BOYFRIEND 
ene es 
HE STEADILY GIGOLO. 
STARTED TO J 
FEEL INFERIOR TO 
HIS BREADWINNER 
GIRLFRIEND AND 
SAID HE WANTED 
TO BREAK UP FOR 


SOME HALF- 
ASSED 
&. REASON. 


WHAT KIND 
OF SAD 
STORY IS 
THAT? 


so 
WHAT ARE 
THEY DOING 
Now? 


AREN'T 
DREAMS. 
THEY'RE 

GOALS. 


OID THE 
'/ BOYFRIEND 
RACK UP SO 
MUCH DEBT 
THAT HE'S 
RESTING AT 
THE BOTTOM 
OF TOKYO 
Bay? 


ONE DAY HER 
UNDERACHIEVING \ 


PEOPLE 
DOw'T 
GET THAT 
DEPRESSED | 
OVER THOSE | 
KINDS OF 
THINGS. 


YOU'RE 
PROBABLY 


» THEY'RE 
BOTH 
LIVING THEIR 
ORDINARY 
LIVES 
‘SOME- 
WHERE. 


T'M GONNA 
BUY A NICE 

SOFA LIKE I'VE 

THE TIME = ALWAYS WANTED 
WIE MOVE IN, ITH My 
THE CHERRY = FUNCTIONING- 
BLOSSOMS WILL MEMBER-OF- 
BEN BLOOM AND — SocIETY 
UE CAN LOUNGE = POWERS. 
ON THE BALCONY 


AND BY 


AND ENJOY 
THEM! 


YOU 
SAY 


THINK T 
ALREADY 
KNOW) THE 
ANSUIER, 
BUT ARE 
You 


CAN'T 
CHANGE 
YOUR 
MIND? 


WE 
MADE THE 
DECISION 
AFTER A 
THOROUGH 
DISCUSSION, 
DIDN'T 


WELL, IF 

RIGHT. ANYTHING 
"| COMES UP, 

TLL EMAIL. 


THANKS 
FOR COMING 
ALL THE WAY 

OUT HERE 

WITH ME 

TODAY. 


You're going 
to ride the 
Odakyu 
Line towards 

uku and 
fade away 
like you've 
melted into 
the crowd. 


SAY HI 
TO THE NEW 
BOYFRIEND 
FOR ME! 


...as the Nice 
Boyfriend 
Who 
Understands 
Me. 


And 
so ends 
your 
role... 


...as the 

Mean, 

Selfish 
Girlfriend. 


...in my 
...tucked spacious 
away two-bedroom 
in some apartment 
corner of with the 
Tokyo. kitchen and 
dining room... 


If only 
So | can onl 
| had an : Y 
sometimes | express 


tell silly myself in 
like this. lies. words. 


instrument to 
play at times 


Awaiting Come to me 
spring. already. 


ATAAAAL 
YOU HAVE A 
PACKAAAAGE! 


= 


ARE STILL ALL 
THESE BOXES 
YOU HAVEN'T 
EVEN OPENED 


I'M EATING 
OUT WITH A 
{ FRIEND TODAY, SO 
MAKE YOURSELF 
WHATEVER YOU 
WANT FoR 
LUNCH, ‘KAY? 


TODAY'S 
THE DEADLINE 
THANKS i FOR THE HOA. 
FOR RECORD OF 
REMINDING ATTENDANCE. CAN 
3 YOU TAKE CARE OF 
THAT FOR US? 


I'M GONG TO 
BE LATE! 


I MEAN, HE 
HAS EVERY 
RIGHT. HE WORKED 
FOR THAT MONEY, 
SO HE CAN BUY 

WHATEVER HE 


I THOUGHT 
WORKING AT 
HOME WOULD MEAN 
I COULD TAKE ALL 
THE NAPS T 
WANTED, BUT BOY, 

WAS I WRONG. 


FIVE YEARS 
YOUNGER 
THAN ME...AND 
I THOUGHT HE 
WAS YOUNG 
WHEN T FIRST 

MET HIM. 


The show starts at 3pm so meet me 
in Shinjuku at 1. It's been forever 
since I've seen you, so I’m sure the 
two of us will be in for a surprise. 


12st ( Sorry! I'l be 30 min late. 


| figured, so | came 30 min early. We'll 
be on time so take it easy. 


7 CAN SAY 


THAT AGAIN. IT'S 
UKE IT TAKES 
EFFORT JUST 

TO SLEEP. 


BACK IN 
THE DAY, T 
COULD SLEEP 
24 HOURS IF 


BUT I JUST 
WISH T DIDN'T 
HAVE TO GET UP 
TO ANSWER THE 
DAMN DOOR EVERY 
TIME ONE OF HIS 
PACKAGES 
ARRIVES! 


SLEEPING 
ISN'T AS EASY 
WHEN YOU GET 
TO BE OUR AGE- 

EVERY LITTLE 
THING CAN WAKE 


CERTAINLY 
ACTS UKE 
AN ADULT. T 
MEAN, HE'S 
PRACTICALLY 
YA_MIDDLE-AGED. 


OW HIS 
DAYS OFF, HE 
LAZES AeOUND 
THE HOUSE ALL 
Day au BaeeLy 
RESPONDS WHEN 
T TALK TO HIM. 


I WONDER IF 
STRESS FROM 
HIS JOB MAKES ss 
HIM BUY THINGS 
COMPULSWVELY. 


| TRANSFERRING 
TO HIS COMPANY'S 
MAIN OFFICE THIS 
SUMMER, SO WE'RE 

MOVING CLOSER 


THINKING OF... 
QUITTING MY 
JOB. 


RENT ANY PLACE ff 
YOU WANT. q 


AGAIN? 
YOU SAID 
YOURSELF... 
OU WERE 
BETTER SUITED 
TO WRITING FOR 


IT’S FUN, 
BUT THERE'S 
MORE TO IT 
THAN THAT. 


YOU CAN'T 
KEEP LIVING 
AIMLESSLY 
LIKE THAT. 


FEEL 

SORRY 
FOR POOR 

TABATA. 


wou'T —eLh 
BLAME HIM IF 


YUKI REALLY 
DOES HAVE IT 
ROUGH. 
THE REST OF 
HIS LIFE TO 


THE GANG WILL 
BE SURPRISED 
TO SEE YOU 
AGAIN AFTER 


HAD DRINKS 
WITH RIP 
LAST 

MONTH. 


HIS 
AUNTIE'S 
GOING TO BE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT HIM, 


SOMETHING 
ELSE 

SUDDENEY AREN'T YOU 

COMNG TO THE 


WHY I CAME 
OUT HERE IN 
THE FIRST 


BESIDES, So I'VE HAD 
TLL PASS ~~ w FILL. 
ON 4 BAND THAT 
ABUSES ITS POWER 
BY DRAGGING IN 
SUBORDWATES FROM 
WORK AGAINST 


HE FAILED TO 
MENTION HOU HE'S 
BECOME OBSESSED 
WITH THE COLLEGE 
GIRLS AT SOME 
LADIES’ BAR. 


TELL HIM 
FOR ME THAT 
HE CAN'T GET 
MARRIED YET. 


: " YOUVE GOT 


ABOUT THAT. 
T HAD THIS 
SUDDEN 
THOUGHT. 


SOMEHOW) 
OR OTHER, 
THINGS 
WORKED 
OUT. 


IT FEELS 
UKE I'M 
LIVING IN A 


SOCIETY'S 
HEALTHIER 
FOR PEOPLE 
THAN T 


EVERYONE'S 
DOING THEIR 
BEST AND 
FITTING IN 
WHERE THEY 
BELONG. 


I ALMOST 
FORGOT TO 


MEAN, I'M 
SUPER HAPPY 
EVERYONE 
SEEMS TO BE 
DOING SO 


EVERYONE 
WORKED HARD 
TO GET TO 
WHERE THEY 
ARE. 


YOU 
SHOULD'VE 
SAID SO 
SOONER. 


CONGRATS, 
MEIKO. I'M 
HAPPY FOR 
YOU. 


AT FIRST 
I FELT LIKE A 
SICK KID, I HAD 
HIM REALLY 
WORRIED. 


WHY YOU WERE 
TALKING ABOUT 
CUTTING BACK 
ON WORK AND 
WANTING A BIG 


YOU'VE ALWAYS. 
WANTED TO 
BE A MOM. 


ALL YOUR 
HARD WORK'S 
PAID OFF. 


YOUVE GOT 
A BAD HABIT OF 
IMAGINING WORST- 
CASE SCENARIOS 
JUST TO GET 
YOURSELF ALL 
WORKED UP. 


AND THEN 
WHEN T THINK 
ABOUT A GIANT 

EARTHQUAKE 

EVENTUALLY 
HITTING TOKYO, I 

REALLY START 
WorRYING. 


TURNS OUT TO BE 
AND A DELINQUENT? 
THERE'SNO TT's GOING TO 
TELLING HOW BE TOUGH. 


I'M SURE IT 
WILL ALL WORK 


T THINK 
IT’S A GOOD 
THING. 


OS aS 


HAVE YOU, 
Al 


* I OMWLY JOWED 
U-UM, THIS BAND TO 
I THOUGHT yoKovama? ‘ MAKE SOME 
I TOLD You " . COLLEGE 
TO KEEP THAT : MEMORIES, SO 
STORY UNDER 3 " ORIGIWALLY I 


REFUSED TO 


YOUVE ALL GOT 
BUSY LIVES, SO 
THANKS FOR 
COMNG OUT HERE 
TOMGHT. 


THEN...THIS 
NEXT ONE IS 
OUR LAST 


That's how “There's 
| used to a demon 
feel, ten lurking in 

years ago. Tokyo.” 


...but 
But what we still 
were we randomly We 
really tried to were 
fighting take on the unarmed... 
back then? invisible 
fiend. 


And did 
we end up 
losing? 


i 


"bia you look inside the box that 
came today? 


Did you look inside the box that Now | have 
came today? something to 


protect. 


) 


p K. No biggie. 
17:05 


When you put it like that, 
| *have* to ask what's 
Sent | inside. 
17:13 


And I’m 
living I'm better 
today to cut out fo 
support protect 
that faint than to 
hope. 


It's going to be our 
anniversary soon. Looking 
forward to many more happy 
years with you. 


Who goes buying things 
like that online without 
talking to the girl first? 


But | forgive you. On my 
way home. 


It's going to be our 
anniversary soon, Looking 
forward to many more happy 
years with you. 


Who goes buying things 
like that online without 


yg \ talking to the girl first? 


Days will feel ordinary 
and at the same time 
like I’m in a dream. 


Sometimes, 
even now... 


“But | can’t 
become 
the boy | 
was.” 


“IF | could “If | had 
return to done this 
then...” then...” 


And | 
have 

to keep 
moving 

forward. 


I've 
walked 
too far 
away 

now. 


..and | 
have to 
keep on 
to the 
very ends 
of the 
earth. 


Yeah. 
There's 
no going 


back. 


Even 
if the 
going’s 
tough... 


SSS e 


a 
TERS 


Shc 
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Ran Atsumori 
Booko 
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Inio Asano, a bona fide earthling, was born in Ibaraki, Japan, 
in 1980. In 2001, his short story “Uchu kara Konnichiwa” 
(Hello from Outer Space) won the first Sunday GX Rookie Prize. 
Later, GX published his series Subarashii Sekai, available 
in English from VIZ Media as What a Wonderful World! His 
other works include Hikari no Machi (City of Light), Nijigahara 
Holograph and Umibe no Onna no Ko (A Girl on the Shore), as 
well as solanin, Goodnight Punpun and Dead Dead Demon’s 
Dededede Destruction, also available from VIZ Media. 


afterword 


I’m not one to believe in curses and superstition, but back in my twenties | was in the 
habit of subconsciously making little bets with the divine. For example, | would think 
things like “If the vending machine gives me all my change in ten-yen coins, I’ll get a 
story serialized” or “If | cross the crosswalk before the signal starts blinking, I’ll sella 
hundred thousand copies.” But now | hardly ever do that anymore, because none of my 
little wagers ever panned out. And I’ve had about seven fortunes work out for me due to 
my own sweat and blood. It’s not the most glamorous thing in the world, but I’ve gotten 
used to it and | think it’s natural. 


solanin was released 11 years ago. At the time, | was super stressed out about it selling 
more copies, but looking back, | think it sold pretty well. Manga was still selling back 
then, but even beyond that, | really lucked out with the timing. It got adapted into a film, 
and | can still appreciate the song Asian Kung-fu Generation wrote for it, like any other 
person, and I still listen to it sometimes. 


| decided to release this special edition now because volumes 1 and 2 of solanin were 
released in an omnibus collection in the U.S. in As size, and it looked so good that | 
figured, “Why not release it like that here in Japan for the tenth anniversary?” But by 
then, 11 years had actually passed. My bad. 


Reading it again for the first time in years, the drawings are even worse than | 
remembered, and there’s a lot of unnecessary stuff and a few too many scenes that 
feature characters throwing up. It makes me wish | could ask my old self if we really 
needed it all. But I’m sure that’s just how the story had to be, with all its imperfections 
included. It’s like when you know the right way to do things in some small corner of your 
brain, and it makes you want to do it wrong even more. I’m sure it’s because back then 
my readers and | were still young. That’s all. 


After | finished writing chapter 29 for the special edition, | realized that | had barely 
thought about Takeda at all during the sketching or writing stages. And it made me 
feel a little sad because that’s what it’s like when people die. Takeda was proud and 
affected, so | never really liked him, even when the story first started serializing. This 
was the first time | ever felt a little bad for him. 


Even to this day, | still get asked a lot whether Takeda’s death was an accident or a 
suicide. And every time, | answer noncommittally. Back when | was writing it, | tried 
not to think too much about the reasons behind Takeda’s actions. Or more accurately, | 
didn’t want to think about the reasons. After all, I’m sure they were stupid. But if | had 
to explain his motives now, | think that Takeda’s cause of death was “betting with the 
divine.” The type of bet that goes, “If | can make it before the light changes, I’m sure 
everything will work out.” He really was pathetic for leaving everything to chance all the 
way to the end. It was incredibly stupid. Getting results through your own hard work 
means everything, and if you can’t accept that, you’ll never progress. | don’t think I’ll 
ever like Takeda. After all, he’s dead. 


Ever since | started drawing manga, one of my goals has been to write a story that 
would have staying power, even ten years after the fact. Now it’s been ten years, and 
I’m releasing a special edition of this story. | am really truly thankful to everyone who 
was involved in this project, to all the readers who have picked up solanin all over again 
and even to any new readers. 


From the beginning of the year to about the halfway point, | was working on a story 
about a middle-aged mangaka. It’s called Reiraku (Downfall). As luck would have it, | 
think it’s turned out to be the polar opposite of solanin. In solanin, the main characters 
slowly but surely die as all their dreams wither. Whereas in Reiraku, the main character 
has reached middle age and all his dreams have come true, but he’s now at a deadlock. 
| think releasing two works at one time like this has coincidentally resulted in more 
sales for both, but that’s not the reason | wrote solanin in the first place. Regardless, 
I’m really happy | was able to give one more layer of significance to this story after ten 
years. There are no answers, and nothing lasts. So there’s really only one thing that 
matters. And that’s right now. I’ve aged a little, but | still think the same things | did 
back then and continue to write nonsensical manga to this day. And you? How are you 
feeling these days? 


—Inio Asano 


solanin: an epilogue 


story and art by inio asano 


Translation/Christine Dashiell 

Touch-Up Art & Lettering/Brandon Hanvey 
Design/Yukiko Whitley 

Editor/Pancha Diaz 


SOLANIN [SHINSOBAN] by Inio ASANO 

© 2017 Inio ASANO 

All rights reserved. 

Original Japanese edition published by SHOGAKUKAN. 
English translation rights in the United States of America 
and Canada arranged with SHOGAKUKAN. 


Cooperation: SOLANIN Production Committee 


The stories, characters and incidents mentioned 
in this publication are entirely fictional. 


No portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means without written permission from the copyright holders. 


Printed in Canada 
Published by VIZ Media, LLC 
P.O. Box 77010 

San Francisco, CA 94107 


Limited edition, May 2018 


PARENTAL ADVISORY 
SOLANIN: AN EPILOGUE is rated T+ for Older 
Teen and is recommended for ages 16 and up. 
Contains depressing adult realities. 


NUIZ mena wz svewature 


viz.com vizsignature.com 


